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TO THE READER. 



The mere title of a book has someiimes had as much 
effect as the book itself, aod to such a rctiult 1 do 
not olyect on the present occasion. For what, atjt 
many a reader at the first glance, can it possibly mean ? 
Is it the mere affirmation of blind zeal? or the bold 
and ungenerous assertion of one who knows nothing of 
Ireland? Amidst all the zeal, not merely profEssed 
hut displayed, for propagating Christianity in our own 
(lay, is it intended as a Ubel on all the parties con- 
cerned ? Has " the story of peace," as the Native Irish 
beautifully style the message of salvation, been carried 
to Africa and India, — to New Zealand and the South 
Seas, — to Burmah, and Java, and China, but not to 
them ? A country known for many ages before the 
discovery of America, and lying all that time in the 
very bosom of Great Briton, cannot possibly be in 
such a condition, and what therefore can this title mean 
or intend ? Ah, what indeed ! For, whatever may be 
said, or by any man, it exprcsies in few "«o\v\aVi ^"t 



4 TO THE READER. I 

tlie most melancholy fact in tlie history of ihia nation, 
anil one, too, which enters more deqilj than any other I 
into the peace anil prosperity of our country. The | 
title involves a niomentouB truth, which cannot much ' 
longer be disr^arded with impunity. 

Will the reader, then, now listen for ; 
Perhaps he knows that it ia now above six hundred 
and sixty years since Iidand wea nominally united to 
Britain, and perhaps he feels that it is but nominally 
united still. The State is pohtically one, indeed; but 
union of heart and community of feeling are still in 
abeyance. And is there not a cause ■'' Can no reasons 
be assigned for such a state of things? Some would 
reply, many ; but among others, doea the reailer know 
that, in less than tvro years hence, it will be just three 
hundred years since ^e language of the Native Irisli was 
proscribed by Act of Parliament? anil that, steady to 
its spirit, tliere has never been a single Irish school 
taught under the sanction of tlie reigning power, nor 
does it encourage or support even one, up to the present 

For the same long and dreary period of three hun- 
dred years, our own language was proscribed by ^Vil- 
liam the Conqueror; but we speak, and read, and preach 
Engheh still, and where is now his Norman-Freuch ? 
Of all people v\wn earth, surely we were the last who 
should have dreamed of trying the same experiment 
on our fellow-Bulqects ; and yet, about one hundred 
and seventy.five years after we liad escaped from tlie 
debasing tliraldom of (his Nomian- French, in 153T, 



Henry VIU. proceeded od the same blind unJ iUibe. 
ral policy which was first imported by this rude con. 
qiieror. The governing power, as if in duty bound, 
have followed his counsel ever since ! Nor is this alL 
Tlie abuses whicli sccumulated round this abortive es- 
periment have proved a tremendous drain upon this 
country. The amount expended, profmaedly vinder 
this head alone, may seem incredible;* but the con- 
sequence is, that the Native Irish speak Irish still, and 
to an extent ten times greater than in the days of 
Henry Vlil. The language has increased, of course, 
with the natural increase of the people. 

Let English education proceed by all means, and 
nith all rapidity, hut still let it be distinctly understood 
that all the noise that was lately made, end the dis- 
cuEsions held, respectit^ Irish Education, was, to qieak 
correctly, about a misnomer. It was English Educa- 
tion in Ireland that was meant, not Irish Education, 
properly go called. Respecting the latter, amidst all 
ooi boasted patriodsm, no generous flsme was ever 
enkindled so as to engross men of all minds on both 
xides of the Channel ; though we might just as soccess- 
folly argue for English Education in France, as being 
the best and only medium for mental improvement, as 
in certain parts of Ireland. Nay, and I am persuaded, 
with more success ; for, let ns not suppose that the 
policy pursued for three hundred years, though so 



powerless, has been productive of tio effect. No ; 
it has in part succeeiiedj thougli it has been through 
circumstances altogether independent of the meostireB 
taken ; but the policy itself has left one divlEion of 
the national heart far worae than that of the tongue. 
The British Crown, and the British ConstitulioD, and 
the English tongue, may have many charms; but, in 
the whole combined, there is not one which can amuse 
away, or beguile a people from the Inngu^e which 
their mothers gave them. They have not been able to 
do BO on this dile of the Irish Channel; why should 
Iliey be expected to do so on thitt? 

Does the reailer still inquire for farther infortnalaon 
and abundant proof, or wish to know how his favourite 
English can ever extend through many an Irish dis- 
trict ? 1 must be permitted to refer him to a previous 
pubUcation.* Even here, however, I may add another 
leading fact. It is now above SIO years since acoU^e 
was founded in Ireland, ami afterwards plentifully en- 
dowed, principalis "''"' " *'■*"' '" *''* ""('"w, — the 
aborigines of the country ; yet, from the day of its 
foundation, in 1591, there has never been a r^ular 
chair for an Irish professor of tlie language within the 
walls, nor is there one at the present moment ! 

But still these conriderations, painful thou|;h they 
be, are far inferior to the fact embodied in our title. 
To llie i>artieB whom they may concern I therefore 
leave them ; and turning round to no party, as such, 

■ Hlitmiol SkMi;tw> nf th« Nalln IrMi wut Ihdi DncnHluiti i 
illiiitr*U>aci[Iheul^iitiuid Prgml iiute, with rcgud lu LilGrilim, 
Edunitlon, uld Onl ImtnictloD. tecmil Kttman. 



England, there is not at tins moment one single build- 
ing in Dublin or Cork, in Limerick or Galwajj in 
Newry or Waterford, in Sligo or Drngheda, in Kinsale 
or KUkennv, in Carlow or Clonmd, in Caahel or Kil- 
dare, nay tn all Ireland, expresBly dedicated to the in- 
finitely, important purpose of prodatming the Word of 
God, the commission of the Redeemer, in the Irish 
tonpie ! Had the Saviour's Toioe been heard, had his 
authority been regarded as paramonnt, ere this time 
there had been a thousand ; but as yet there is not 

In the Saviour's commission, his clemency and pity 
for fitii Tji creature shine eoiispicumis. The wisdom of 
God and die power of God are here combined. This, 
witli his promised presence, is the rod of his strength, 
which he hath sent out of Zion, alUpowerful U> soften 
and subdue, — tlie mcEBige of pardon to the condemned, 
of life to the dead, of immortality to the dying; Init 
we have neglected it, nay r^ected it, and what wis. 
dom is in usl In such circumstances, this everlasting 
talk about English and the English tongue, is, to say 
the leaat, the very height of presumption ; as if it were 
not enough to look back on the dreary past, anil as if 
all that is imjierative in Divine authority, and all that 
is involved in the eternity before us, were to Iw sacri- 
tlced to the miserable gratification of a distant posterity 
talking as we do I 

Had the high commission of a secular prince been 
■o treated, would he not have resenteil the indignity 
and fought againsl us ? And have viq escaped for th« 
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jHUt? Loolc 10 Ireland aad her hundred inhabited isl- 
ands in the adjoining seas. And shall we escape for the 
future, if we go on and neglect to spread so great sal- 
vation ? For here I argue at once for the manjier which 
GUI common Saviour has prescribed, and the matter 
which he deaiies us to convey ; before which every hu. 
man device ought to shrink into insignificance. When 
He lOfie triumphant from the grave, clothed with un- 
limited {>ower over men as well as angels, bad Ue lei't, 
in the first instance, a vuriefi/ of instructions to be lite- 
rally obeyed, we might have accounted for some one 
among them having been overlooked, owing to the 
hcedlessnesBof man. But, in confining his first instruc 
lions to onei — to one imperative commission, clear, de- 
finite, and precise in all its terms,— introduced with so 
much solemnity, and closing with such encouragement, 
— with such proof of his own deep and unchanging 
peraonal interest to the very close of time ; let rae now 
ask every Christian reader, whether he does not tliinki 
that upon the simple and single-hearted compliance or 
non-compliance with this one commission, the peace 
and prosperity of a country may not turn as upon a 
hinge? And if in our own liighly-favoured nation, 
where this commission has been revered and obeyed in 
most parts, and in all its other tongues, there should 
still remain a division of the people not amalgamated 
with the rest, with KgarU to whom tliis Divine com- 
mand has been long, nay Byslematically and universally 
neglected, why should any Clu^stian man be perplexed 
as to the cause ? \Vliy perplexed as to the remedy r 
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Why diverted from it ? If the Redeemer's 
be a divine commimicRtioti, to oppose its progress ia ta 
fight against God; but if we acknowledge its autho- 
ritf , to neglect its extension is, if possible, still worse, 
eombinii^ the highest contempt for Divine authority, 
with hardness of heart lowsxdB our own species. 

Some solitary Christian, indeed, may have a will o£ 
bis own even in suth a cose, like Paul, so anxious to 
preach to tlie Jews in Jerusalem, when his commission 
was to the Gentiles: or another, like Jonah, may try 
to eecajie from Jehovah, till he he compelled to speak 
H he is hid : but that a whole Nation should prove 
indifferent, nay, I must say, refractory, and persevere 
irom one century to another in universal n^lect of its 
own fellow -Eultjects, is almost as wonderful as it is 
melancholy ! Such, however, has been the treatment 
of that ancient race and interesting class of men, the 
Native Irish, by all bodies in Britain, and all in Ire- 
land, so far as tlie express commission of the great Uod, 
even oiir Saviour, is concerned. 

Had the people we have o^^ecled been phlegmatic 
in the extreme ; had the language they speak, and so 
much love, been as great a jargon as that of tile t^icka- 
saws and Chactaws of North America, our obligations 
bad been the same. But wlien in the Irish we see a 
people endowed with great mental vivacity, and asupe- 
rior aptitude for every species of mental culture, speak- 
ing a language so r^;ular, and therefore easy of acqui- 
sition, sententious, and so expressive, what shall we, 
what can we say ? Had there been another nation under 
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heaven as liigtily favouretl as our own, who had pur. 
sued such a course, some might have pled tliin, in 
apology, to preserve us from Ehame ; but there is none 
to keep us in countenance. We stand sin^ and alone, 
without one single building to bear witness in our 

A building, however, I have fixed upon, merely as a 
positive and tangible proof of the existing state of things, 
and because it is regular, stated, and stationary procla- 
mation of the truth, in Irish, for which I contend. If 
the building exists not, of course the men, the messen- 
gers of peace, arc wanting ; but far be it from me at 
present even to moot the preposterous idea of com- 
mencing with building, or to raise a cry respecting the 
mere accommodation of hearerE. With this commis- 
sion in our ear, the immediate and far more important, 
the only question is. Where are the men ? Yes, this is 
the question with which, alas J we have been met for 
years; and by some, who are anxious to escape from 
a painful sense of obligation, it has been thought deci- 
sive, that nothing can be done ! But in our circum- 
stances, after such long neglect, 1 ask, is it reasonable, 
or is it even modest to expect, that such men are to ap- 
pear at our bidding, or that they are to start up as soon as 
we put the question? Assuredly, they are tint to drop 
down from the clouds ; but, unfortunaleiy, in tliia 
country, of Ute years, no sooner has an important ob- 
ject been proposed, llian we have turned round to what 
has been called ' the Machine of Society,' and have 
E midst of instnmienisliiy, mechanism. 
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araingetncnts, and eoinbinatioti. Just as if ineehnn- 
isin, or mauagenieiit, or conibinatioD, if not our mas- 
ters, were, at least, our first or only warrant for exer- 
tion. But tliese are things of small account in tlie eye 
of the King of Zion. They never were employed by 
Him in the commencement of his reign, nor ever will 
be. Let us Inquire for the commission itself, and 
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The original triumph of Christianity has surely not 
died away into a faint tradition of no value P Let us 
read, then, the commission once more, — yes, and pon- 
der over it. In oil cases where Divine sovereignty is 
concerned, our first dnty is to be still and know that 
he is God. In the present instance. He who speats 
has had positive dominion over us since the <lay of oitr 
birth ; but, as converts to Christianity, he has dominion 
over us by consent. Now, the righta of lus dominion 
he has emboilied and preserves in the authority of this 
command; the condescensions of his gooiiness, and 
mercy, and love, he conveys in the allurements of this 
prwniae, — " He tiiat believcth shall be saved." We 
have here no will to consult but one, and no voice cati 
be so distinct as that which sliould have sounded in 
the ear of many generations back. And though quah- 
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fieil men be not yet seen, are there no preparatives on 
our part for their appeflrance ? Men gifted from above, 
or say, in the first instance, that we should long for 
one; since, in the greatest emergencies, God himself 
luH (hen only asked for one. — Isaiah, vi. B ; Jeremiah, 
V. 1. A man with the word of truth in his mouth, 
(Uid the spirit of kindness in his heart, walking in peace 
and in equity, — who would exult to carry, in this 
expressive Irish tongue, a message of panlon to the 
condemned from the Prince of Life, of salvation from 
endless wo, purchased at the expense of his blootl. 
This is the man, for such are the men required. And 
are there no preparatives on our part for their appear- 
ance? Unquestionably tliere are. One of tlie best 
would be, heartfelt uneasiness as to our present posi- 
tion, and earnest invocation. And there is but another, 
profound reverence and esteem for the means of Divine 
appointment. These, indeed, are so intimately con- 
nected, that (he latter is essential to tlie former ; for 
if suitable regard had only been paid to the Saviour's 
express comniand, earneal invocation would have been 
employed long ago. One consolation, Jiowever, at least, 
remains : it is not even yet too late to begin, for surely 
we cannot, without great guilt, propose to leave this to 
tile next generation. Let us cultivate in ourselves, and 
cherish in others, profound and exclusive reverence for 
the sovereign appointment of our Redeemer. Every 
BiKcies of instrumentality, of ingenuity, of activity, 
must be placed in its own inferior, subordinate, lout 
place. The commisaion, at once the warrant Cm <»£<- 
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tion and the securiCy far succesE, must rise up In its 
own majesty, far above all human device. That pnweT 
of the press, and that power of education, wltich in thii 
kingdom some have almoEt worshipped, must pve way 
to the apphcation of a power far above them both 
united. And well they may, for in gooil time they 
will both find their own subordinate place. Every 
tiling, in short, whicli man can devise, propose, or 
adopt, must here bow down the head and worship. If 
gome require a sign, — if others seek after wiadom, or 
sigh over the difficulty of the case, — let uh frimply do 
as we are bid. For " where is the wise? where is the 
scribe ? where is the dispuler of this world ? Hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world ? For after 
that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe." 

1 have thought that it would certainly be an easy 
thing, and unostentatious, for many Christiana in their 
secret devottons (and, blessed be God, many such there 
are ui Ireland aa well as Britain), tp remember these 
miUions of our fellow-subjects, and by name before 
God, but by no other dian that of the Native Irish. 
There are in Ireland, loo, many devoted men who, 
from week to week, proclaitn the glad tidings of salva- 
tion in the English tongue; and, in leading the devo- 
tions of others, why might not one »(and/ng Eupplication 
from their lips be heard for this people? But by no 
Other name than that of the Native Irish, or one of 
equal respect, our fellow-suhjects : for every genuine 
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friend of Ireland must know Uie reason of my being 
thus particulu- as to the mode. For the souls of a 
people, confesaeiUy ancient, who by us and our fore- 
falhera have been bo long neglected, respect is due. 
Much of sympathy and compassion do we owe them. 
Ail bitlemesa, and wrath, and clamour, and envy, and 
eviUapeaking, ought to be huehed, and heard no more ; 
but let us, at least, with all the disinterested and unde. 
viating perseverance of Chrisdanity, be kind and tender- 
hearted towards the aborigines of our country. 

Surely in some such slate as this, it would not be 
long before we should hear more than one Voice say- 
ing, " Here am I, send me." For though our blessed 
Lord will own those only whom he appoints, and though 
it be his prerogative to " count men faithful, putting 
them into the ministry," yet, when the hearts of his 
people are once bent in this way, they shall neither be 
ashamed nor disappointed that wait for Him. 

From what follows, it will be seen that I am fully 
aware of the recent attempts after what is here enforced, 
in one or two remote comers, and far be it from me to 
undervalue them. But these excellent men will most 
warmly approve of all that has been advanced, well 
knowing that the state of Ireland, when taken as a 
whole, not only justifies but ilemands every word. So, 
at least, it has seemed to the writer. 

For many other particulars, however, I must be per- 
mitted to refer to the second edition of the Historical 
Sketches of the Native Irish. The following pages 
form a put of that volume abridged. The m-V^^^i 



tliuu^li by far the maet important, continuing edll to 
be least re(/arded, it has been printed iti this cheap 
form for the sake of more general circulation. 

In the Addresa to the Native Iriahj there are aeveral 
additions appli:»ble to tile present moment. Such as 
know English will, I hope, do me the favour to read 
the whole, m from a devoted Friend, who has long 
wished them the best of blessings. To those men espe- 
oiilly, who have already found the way to life and im- 
mortality in the Sacred Volume, my heart has turned 
with peculiar interest and hope. To each and all of 
them I would only say — " Be not discouraged, a 
brighter day will dawn. The Prince of Peace, The 
King of ZioD, who alone can qualify for the work of 
the Ministry, will yet raise up from among yoursdvea, 
more than one, who will demonstrate what your Na- 
tive tongue can do in saving the souls of men, when 
once employed in obedience to his o\ 
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Beadikg one day ui account of Ireland, of compaiatively 
recent date and conBsderable value, when reletting to aome 
of the Iri§h gentlEmen resident in certain parts, who are able 
(0 speak in Irish and converse with the people, I found the 
writer add, in passing, that they are thus ahle not onl; to 
" ascertain their wants, but to assist with theii advice, and 
restrain by admonition." 

Any man, therefore, who, in these parts, cannot thus talk, 
let his profession be what it niay, it seems cannot well do 
any thing af this lott — cannot ascertain these wants — aaiisC 
with this advice — or restrain by this warning. I not only 
understand, but, in same degree, can confirm this remark, 
having, when in (he country, tried the effect of only two or 
three words tn Irish, and the response waa immediate — they 
had reached the heart. 

But then there is auch a thing as the care of the soul, — 
there are wants of greater moment than any which relate to 
this transitory state of being, — there is advice, which may 
prepare for a dying hour, — admonition, which may avert 
dangEia beyond it i and if Irish >i necesaary for the good 
and the comfort of these our countrymen, as peasantry, I 
presume it will not be denied that it muat be much more 
so, when they an regarded not only as rational and inteUi- 
genl, but accountable beings. But if so, to every minister 
of Clirisl, standing upon Irish eravai&, 'iiu. \» bib\5«v«*»». 
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and Berioui conEidenlion. " Not liBVing been alile to speak 
Irish," must another day be regarded ss a poor apology) 
and ii there is to be such a thing hereafter ta the confront- 
ing of parties, for the eBtablishmeot of criminsi neglect and 
gtealer condemnation,* the abilily of Irishmen in higher 
walks 10 converse with their dependents on (he affHirs of this 
life may well be pandered b; those whose duty it is, through 
(he same medium, to " rest and expatiate on a lile to come." 
Besides, not only by men of his own particular communion, 
but by all those who upon Irish ground have so long neglect- 
ed a duty at once so manifest and incumbent, il should never 
be forgotten that a witness of no common character has gone 
before them — 

l}e]i<nlled, doth llui iiiin'i hnl} iutt 

But tor the present, ml verlnim mpiffnCi ; here at least I 
forbear to add more, and proceed to facts. 

It is rather a singular circumstance, that at such a re- 
mote period in the history of Ireland as the fifteenth cen- 
tury, in the year 14B3-4, we find an archbishop of Dublin 
petitioning parliament, and in Nortnan- French of course, 
to relieve him f>om the inconvenience which its outlawry 
of the Irish tongue had occasioned; nay, he succeeded in 
obtaining a statute to be passed, which explains the incon- 
venience. It shows, that because (he English clergy were 
ignorant of the Irish tongue, the cnre of souls in some 
parts of his diocese, in the very neighbourhood of Dublin, 
was •' piteously neglected — pitenxjae.nl neclecle ; — and il 
enacted, that he should have liberty to present natives to 
certain ofhis livings, — a thing which, a( Ihst lime, under 
Richard the Thiril. and long before, was contrary to the 
Blalute.law.t The liberty here granted, however, waa la 
last only for two years, which (umed out to be the close of 
Richard's usurpation. Il is true that, so fer as the per- 
fbrmuiees of public worship were concerned, an ability to 
hold oonversBlian with the Inhabitants was not requisite, ta 
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and yet ii apjicars, 
of the veniBCiilar 

the aatlvei ; lo ihsL ibc tiat tesIimoQi' ihas given, lei it be 
obnetved, conies to us Bt a period previouB lo tliat which 
has been siyled die Kefbmmtion. 

1 bare apokeii of this periad as early, since it is three 
hundred and fifty years &i>ni the pieaent day; and it will 
remain for the reader lo notice, whether the ^ieiince reter- 
red to h^s ever been redreued. But there is another 
pirini of view iii which such an incident should be observed, 
and that ii with reference ta the ages which had preceded 
it. It was now Diare than three hundred years lince Hen- 
ry II. had invaded Ireland, yet it should seem ai if the 
Irish language were still almost universally prevalent. 
Whatever seepticism may eibt as to earlier ages, there, 
fore, if tJiB precise extent to which the Irish tongue was 
Chen spoken can be aacertiiincd, the reader sliould here be 
apprilod of it lusfore proceeding farther. The Irish septa or 
dans, it Is admitted, " were still unconnecled, and their at- 
tention conlined to their local interests. Several lived 
peaceably in the English counties, but others maintained 
an independent state even in the very neighbourhood of ' 

Dublin."* Now, with respect to the language, there Is a 
treatise or discourse in manuscript, extant in thejibruiy of 
Ttiuity tkillege, in which the affairs of Ireland are copious- 
ly examined, the date of which cannot be laitei than the 
year 141)4, and the researches of the aatbot Iiave been sub- 
sequently pronounced to be accurate. He recounts no less i 
than sixty regions or districts, of diHerent dimensions, still j 
governed by Irish ihicfiaini, according to their andent ! 
laws and manners, together with a long catalogue of Eng- ^ 
Ihh, who had degeneralsd and reiuiunced obedience to the | 
English law and customs in several provinces. The Pale, 
BE it has been called, he confines within (he narrow bounds j 
of half the counties of Uriel or Orgiel, Mealh, KUdarc, 
Dublin, and Wextbrd, — that is, in ^t, only a narrow I 

>l.elu]d,li.)>.etb.. ' 
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snipe of tenicory alont; the eaat couet, from about Newiy la 
Wtafbrd, — and yet the annmon people of even these dii- 
trictB he repiesenCi a* canformins to Ihe Irish habit and 
language.* The truth ii, that the intercoune with the 
Native Irish, hy fostering, mamage, and alliance, wan ge- 
neral, the Lord Deputy himself havini; eet the example. 
The remediis proposed by this author I need not apcdfy, 
my only object being to glance at the extent of the Irish 
language more thaii three hundred years atler llcnry the 
Second. Many of these remedies, however, were afterwards 
tried, as the diacourse itself is said to have been presented 
to the King (Henry Vll.) and his council. 

Forty years later, the wide extent, if not universal preva. 
lence, of the Irish tongue is manifest from the t«nns of a 
paiUamentary statute. It was passed in lfi37i the 3ttth 
year of Henry VIII., in which, bent only upoD extending 
the English order, hahit, and language, not (he direct and 
real progress of knowledge, it was etiacted, that " if any 
spiritual promotion within this land at any time become 
void, such as have tide to nominate shall nominate to the 
same such a persoo as can speak English, and »o»« olher, 
unless there can he no person as ean speak English will 
accept it ; and if the patron cannot, within three monlht, 
get any such person that can speak English, then he shaU 
cause /our prodamations to be openly made, at four several 
markel^days, in the next market-town adjoining to the 
said spiritual promotion, tlial if any lit person that can 
speak English will come and take the saine, he shall have 
it; and if none come within five weeks after the 6nt pro. 
cUmation, then the patron may present any honest, ahla 
man, albeit he cannot speak English." This, however, 
was not all. By the neit clause of the same act, should 
the patron have nominated a nalivK who could not speak 
English, contrary to the form here prescribed, the noniina. 
lion was void, when tlie king presented ; and should " tlie 
king be interrupted, he shall have a juore impedit against 
(he disturber." Nay, should the king present a man who 
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muld not ipeik ED|;Iish, contmr)' ta ihe tbmi, tlie presen- 
ucion wu void, and revelled to the paliun. After lil this, 
in the event of a native being the onlg person to he fuund 
and appointed, it va^ under an oalh that he " endeavour 
himself to learn the English tongiie and laogusge, if he 
mny learn and attain the rame b; poieibility ; and aimlhtr 
Mtlh, " tliat he stiall, to his wit and cunning, endeaTDur 
lilmnelf to learn and teach the English tongue to all under 
his governance, and shall preach the word of God in Eng- 
lish, if he can preaoh." The ecclesiastic, appointing any 
one, contrar; to tliisfbrm, to forfeit, fbrevery time, I1.3 :6:8, 
one moiety to Ibe Icing, the other to (he pursuer ; and 
every incumbent, fbr (he first olfence, eix shillings and eight' 
pence : for the second, twenty ahillinga j and for the third, 
his promotion itself! 

Such was the act passed at this period in retbrence to all 

cuatomed 10 employ for ages, when communicatiog \a each 
othertheir thoughts and intentions, their purposes and de> 
sires. .So strange doM the instrument of speech appear, 
when in the hands of a human legislator \ The aet itself 
might have been passed over, had it not been so frequently 
referred to, in subsequent genenttions, (0 enforce the pur- 
poses of a blind and baneful expediency, and because it 
may serve ai a contrast to llie noble exertions of Bedell in 
the following pages. 

Wliat steps were actually taken to enfbrce this act, it 1r 
unneeeasary to inquire, — (the parliamentary commiasionen 
of our day have said, it is impossible to ascErtsin),-'bUt ai 
to the BUle of the country, when the best of evidence was 
produced, only fifteen years after this, in 1592, no wonder 
that it was deplorable. " Hard it is," said Sir Thomas 
Cuiaok, the Lord Chancellor of Ireland under Edward 
VI., " that men should know their duties to God and the 
King, when they shall not hear leachinn or preaching 
throughout the year." At a period when England had so 
far burst the shackles of ignorance, and when the common 
people were beginning to hear gladly, then it was that thl^ 
Chancellor compWned of Inland, — " Ywaiinnf* '' " 
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none, which is our lack, without which the i);norsnt can 
have no knowlEdge."* MEanwhile, says an authority 
vhjch, on this department of Irish history, will not be 
questioned, " Even within the English pale ihe Irinh Ian- 
guage waa become predominant ;" and " in ihoM tracts of 
liah lerritory which intentected the English settlementa, no 
other langUBjje vim at aU known ; bo that here the wretch. 
ed flock was totally inaccessible lo those ilrangers who had 
become their nominal pastors ;" vlule, at the same mtt. 
nienl, such men sn " ipoke to theii countrymen in their 
eicn language were heard with attention, Tavour, and alTec. 
tion."t It is true, that the year befiire this, 1551, the flth 
of Edward VI., the English Common Prayer-Boak had 
been ordered (a be read in the liieh churchea ; but what 
could this avail in a country where the people, whether high 
or low, knew neither the meaning nor pronunciation or the 
language. J 

In the following reign, however, even these measures were 
abandoned, till the accession of BliMheth, when they were 
again resumed. Two lune English Bibles were then lent 
over In 1569, at het expense, for public perusal, and an op. 
porlunity was oflhed to the people for hearing them read in 
the cathedrals of Christ Church and St Patrick in Dublin : 
hot this allcratiun had no otlier effect than that which might 
have been anticipated. It " disgusted the luitivfi espe- 
ciall;. who were not at all regarded in it," the public wor- 
■hlp being to them as unintelligiblE aa ever. And what 
continued Ifl be the condition of the country at large, oi even 
as fkr as the English authority had extended, the language 
of the Irish parliament will heal explain. The reader will 
observe it marks its preference fbr the Irish tongue ; but 
then this act of Henry VIII., Elisabeth's father, stood la 
(he way, while now it seems that ministers speakiug Eng- 
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lish were nowhere lo be founii 1 Thus sUuBled, what was 
(obc done? Hear the ptcambla lo lh» Actof Unifdraillj'; — 
" And fbrumuch as in most places ol' this Teslin, [here can- 
not be found EngUafa minialeia to tene in tbe churches ur 
plscH appointed for comnKin prayer, — andtbaC if some good 
mesDe were provided, thai they might uae the prayers, &c. 
in lUcA language as the; might teil tindersland, the due 
honour of God should be thereby mueh advanced; and for 
that, also, that the saniB may not be in iheir native language, 
■s well fbr ditlicultie to get it printed, as that tew in the 
vhole realm can read the Irishe letters : — We do therefore 
most humbly beseech your Majesty, that it may be enacted 
by the authority of thia present parliament, that in every 
such church, where the twnmon minister hathe iiol the use 
of the English tongue, il sliall be lawful to say or use all 
theii common and open prayer in the Latin ton^e." En- 
acted accordingly, su i( was, by the statute 2d of EUiubeth, 
sect. xiii. anno USS-liO, If any thing can be more la. 
mentable than the policy thus adopted towards our Native 
Irish countrymen, it is the coolness with which it has lieen 
referred to by historians since. More than 200 years aiter 
this, so late B« 1783, says Lelacd, " if this did not effec- 
taallf/ provide for the edilication of the people, it, at least, 
served to slwnthe the acrimony of their prejudices against 
Ihe refonneil worship !" 

Eleven years afler tliis act, however, in 1571, the Queen 
herself provided a printing-press and Irieh types; but no 
one had as yet urged the imperativeneceesity of proclaiming 
the Word of Life in the vernacular tongue. The firat indi- 
vidual who advised this did ao with great eamestneu, in 
consequence of his visiting the counDy itself, having " pass- 
ed thorough echo province, and bene almost in eche county 
thereof." This was Sir Hemy Sidney, the affectionate play. 
fellow and companion of Edward the Sixth, and in whose 
anna he expired, now appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland. 
" Uis disposition," says Dr Powell, " was rather to seek 
after the antiquities and the veal-public of these countries 
which he governed, than to obtain lands and revenues within 
Ihe same 1 fori know not oncfoolof Un4iVia.t.*\t'MAA.'iM.i 
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in Wolei oi Irelaod."* On TcLurnlnK ftoni his tour, nhidi 
lasted six months, having resolved to U; belbie Queen Eli. 
labetb the attle nf llie counli;, and (he sbaolute Decemitj 
ror ministers of the void ; in bin letter, dated SSth April 
1676, hesaya, "In choyce of which ministers for the remote 
place) vheie the Engliahe lonjiiie ii not undentuoil, it is 
most neceisarie (hat soche be chosen as can spenke Iritht, 
for which searche would be made first uid spedjlie in your 
own universides ; snd on; found there well sHecled in reli. 
gion, and well conditioned beside, tliey would be animated 
by yoor nlajcstic; yea, (hou^ it were fomewhat at your 
Highnese' chaidge ; and on peril of my lilfe you shall fynde 
it Tctomed with fayme before three yeares be expired. If 
there be no soche there, or not inough, for 1 wish tene or 
twelve 81 the least to be sent, then 1 do wish that you would 
write to the Regent of Scotlande, where, as I Icame, there 
are many that are of this language, that he would prefer to 
your Hijjhnena ao many at shall aeem good to you to de- 
mande of honest, zealous, and learned men, anii thai could 
tpeak this language ; and though for a while your majeaiie 
were at some chaidge, it were well bestowed, for in short 
lime ihcir own prefennents would be able to suffice them, 
and in the meane time thouaandi would be gayned to Christ, 
that now ue lost, or left at the woorsl." 

Twenty-live years aher this letter, in 1601, Lord Bacon, 
then In retirement, and rejecting on the stale of this coun- 
try, wrotea letter Co Secretary Cecil, enclosing cenaia " eon. 
■ideiBtiona touching the Queen's service," in which he ein> 
braces ■' the causes of Ireland, if they be taken by the right 
hindle;" " to which purpose," says be, " 1 send you mine 
opiQloD, without labour i^ words, in the enclosed ; and lurt 
J am, that if you shall enter into the matter according to 
the vivacity of your own spirit, nothing can make ynuamure 
gainful return." Tbe second division of this paper is tTi< 
titled '■ Tlie Recovery of the Hearts of the People." To. 
wards tbia he aaya, " There be tluee things in nofurn renim. 
1. Religion. Z. Juatice and protection. 3. Obligation and 
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tawuri." — " For religion, lo upesli Krat of aocieiy and tlieii 
of piiliry, oil divines do agree, that if consciences be to lie 
enforced (inviKoraled) at oil, iwo things must precede ; the 
one, meuia of iiulrueliotii the other, time of operaciun i 
neithn of vhich the; have ja had." Accordingly, when 
Bacon comes to specify his " couiae of advancing religion 
indeed," he propoMs sending " some goad prenclicrB, eipe. 
oiaUj of that sort »hich are zealous persuaders and not HchO' 
lasEical, to be residettt in the principal tovns ; replenishinif 
the college begun at Dublin, placing good men lo be bishops, 
and taking care of the versions of bibUa uid calecluBmi, and 
ollleT book! of inatruclioQ, into the IrUh language." 

In the year 1620, a letter was addresaed tn the Lord De« 
puly of Ireland, I-oid Chichester, by King Jaincs I. " Be- 
cause we undeTBiand," said hia Majesty, " that the aimple 
nolites of tbai our liin^om are still kept in darlineu, &c., 
which proceeJelh throtigh trani of Afinhlers itho nauld 
tjuak Iheir mm langunge, whom they may understand," — 
ud because the College was founded " principallie" with 
thil in view j — therefore be added, " when any livings thai 
«re not of any very great value fall void omarjg the meore 
Irish, these men (lowardlie young men, alreadie fitted with the 
knowledge of the Iriah tongue) to be thought upon befi/rs 
ollteri, or ID be placed with other abh: niiniiiiers that posseas 
livings among the mecre Iriahe (where, fbr the defect of the 
langu^e, they are able to do but Hllle good), to be inter. 
praters lo them, and to he maintained by them after they 
an made fit tor thitt imploymeot." 

Thus we hare Sidney and Lord Bacm urging the necfs- 
■it]> of an Iriah ministry, and the King Idmaetf atill more 
urgent ; — and what wai the resiiU ? One nuljiaiy inatsnce 
tff oompliance '. This whs a Scotch Highland miniaier, Mr 
Donald AI'Feig, who was incumbent of Caliercomey, in 
the enanly of Limerick ; at least so it should seem by the 
records of the Board of First Fruita. 

In Oie second year of the fallowing reign, 162(1, Charlea I. 
wntte to Archhiahop Utiher much in the aams strain,' not 
mlf ratifying the inatnictions ol' his father to the Lon^Oe- 
fUty, but desiring id " make » 
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the same." He tlierefore requiiea ofUsshei Co " tabe EspB> 
del care, that ihe people ihere may be instructed in tlie prio- 
ciples of religion by tlioae to whom it appertBynelli ; and th«t 
the New Testament and Bonk of Common-Prayer, translated 
inta/riiA.beffequeiilljuaedin the parishes of the Irishrie; 
and that every non-iesideni there do eonstanlly keepe »nd con- 
tinue one to read aerviee in the Irish CongQe, aa is expresKly 
cnnimanded by the said ordera" issued by King James. The 
fact ia, the propiMitiona in this letter were sugf^ted tn the 
King by Arahbiahop Usaher.' By this time neatly fifty 
Tears hail passed away since Sir Henry Sidney had strongly 
urged tlie absolute nenessily of ministers in the native lan- 
guage being employed — Lord Bacon, Janjcs, Charles, and 
Ussher, having followed him, and each of them alike hi 
earnest in recommendinK the same measure, but liteially 
nothing had as yet been done. 

At this juncture the immortal William Bedell arrived in 
Dublin, and no sooner had hesnhia foot upon Irish ground, 
than he saw the path of duty, and almost immediately turned 
his aitentioti to the preparation of yonn^ Irishmen fur public 
uaefulneas. Where be had found a suitable person doea 
not appear ; but although he was only two yeara FrovosC of 
Trinity College, even during that short period he had insti- 
tuted an " Idah lecture." So in the year WiH, only ibe 
third of bis residence in Ireland, the Lord Chancellor, haV' 
ing occasion to write to Primate Uashir, aaya — " The King 
likes wondrous well of the Irish lecture begun by Mr Be- 
dell, aod the course of sentling such young men as yotu 
Grace mentions," Bedell himself, also, inaletterto Uaaher, ' 
the 18th September, lli3U, mentions one of these young > 
men aa having translated his catcehiam into Irish, who had ■ 
been instructed at the Irish hclure in Dublin, instituted ia ^ 
le of hi* provoltahip. 

ra after this, at the eonvocation of 1634, we lii 
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the RubjeM rclcned 10, at least witli lererrace to the Scrip- 
tures beJDg read, and seryiee perfonned in ihe Irish fongue. 
To the iustnctiona then giTen, honirver, alax 1 no person 
paid any sltention escept Bedell, notwithEtanding the buc- 
ceaa which had attended ]iis exertions under dTciimitancea 
«o uDpropitiauB. The melancholy stale of bis dioceae need 
not here be described ;* hut nothiu^ could discourage him 
from roUowing oot hia principles. The propositions of 
stBtnmen, the official tecommendationa of royalty, the de. 

sary to kindle his zeal In tbe cause. The sentimenU con. 
tained in them all, when urging a ministry In the language 
of this or of any other country, were indeed his own, and It 
is Itnown also that they were his before Biriying in Ireland ; 
but, in hia mind, these genliments were also living principles 
of action, such as no power upon earth coiddhave genrasted, 
and from which no conaideralion under heaven could turn 
hint aside. It la indeed refreshing to meet with such a man 
at Buch a time, devoted to the beat interesta of a people who 
had been so long neglected, more especially when it is ob. 
served that they have been neglected ainte, nay are aegleeted 
elill. In aU stages of society those unqueationably deserve 
grateful and eierlaaiing remembrance, who, outstripping tliB 
rest of their contemporaries, rlae up in solitary majesty 
amidst a host of prejudices, combating intrepidly on one 
side, however a.isailed on the other. And thougli it is hu- 
miliating to redect, that the perpte^ltiei which Bedell was 
called to suiter arose nimply from liis upright leal, in fnlGll- 
Ing- the reconnnen da lions and recorded sentiments of many 
preceding years — to him belongs the credit of having Brat 
trodden a path in which other men of our own day mval yet 
follow. 

The exialing slate of things in the county of Cavan being 
once ascertained and surveyed by Bedell, not a day was lost 
in applyuig to hia »ork. Hia setting himeelf in good ear- 
nest to acquire the vernacular longue, waa Boon observed to 
be regarded by the natives in llie light of a great compli- 
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(wae with regard Co oCbeia who were called la engage in the 
mimstry around him. Beth hU dioceses bein^ inhabited 
almOBt wholly by NatiYC Irish, on ability to preach in theii 
laDgusBC " he looked upon as an abiolitelg nscfasary qQ»- 
liScstion in every oiiniMer to be employed under him ; and 
therefore he rejected several simply for want of ihii." Ai- 
sured that the iial)?ea could not undeiatuid the way of ul- 
TBtion, except through the medium of the languagE whidi 
(hey had used (rom in&ncy, — in all his collatiana he kept 
this in view, and, on such occasions, waa in the habit of ad* 
dneshig the individual in the following terms ; — ■' Obteat- \ , 
ing you in the name of the Lord, and enjoioln^ yon, bj 
vjttae of that obedience which you owe to the Chief Shep- 
herd, (hat you will diligently feed hi« flock COTnmilted (o . 
your care, whieh ha purchased with his own blood, that yon / 
initruct them in the CalhoUc feilh, and perAtrm divine Efr 
dcet in a tongue undersload by the people." In hia own j 
church, while the Scriptures in Irish were read, he wai al- 
ways present, till at lust he was well able to eof^Bge in the 
service himself. The eHbrts of this enhghteneil man were 
not in vain. Not only were he and others made useful to 
the people, but Bome men of talent were converted to God, 
and several of these oflerwards employed by Mm in preach- 
ing to their countrymen. Bedel], however, did nothing il 
tuperficlally. He had no idea of spending time in winning I ' 
over ony man to a mere creed or solitary scriplnral opinian. I 
Into such, therefore, as now came willingly for initruotioDt ' 
" he look great pains" to convey " a true sense of religion," 
that so they might prove Christians indeed. The trumpet 
(pive a certain sound, hut the object of his desire was to b« , 
found not only warning every man, but " leaching rverf 
man in tH wisdom, that he might present every man perfect . 
in Christ Jesus," Such exertions will ever be found Ae I 
beat preparation for aeMOnl of agitation, turbulence, or dl»- I 

With the death of this excellent man, however, all uluil , | 
exertion died likewise. His Irish manuscript was allowed to ' 
naiiaia fia uboye Ituiy yeua wilhout being priatedt aiid ■■ b* 



any mun iireaching to the people in tLeir own langiiage 
diuiiig ibat periud, Aeqaenl; attempts liave ended in di»- 
covering not mare than two or three instancea. Tlieae, 
however, ceilBinly deserve to be recorded, were it only for 
the purpose of preserving the chain of attestation to the 
necessity of measuies whicli have not been puniued even to 
the preaent hour ! 

The first of these instances was in the time of the Pro. 
tectorate. Amidst the perplesitiea of that period, various 
individuals, equally eminent for learning and piety, visited 
Iieland, and the condition of the Native Irish could not 
eicape their notice. In the year 1649, Dr Owen having 
one dsy called on Qencial Fairfex, just before leaving Lon- 
don for Cog^eshall, Cromwell came in ; and this being the 
fint titoe he had met witli Oven in private, he walked up 
U) him, and laying his hand on hia shoulder, said, — " Sir, 
you ace the man with whom I must be acquainted." Tak- 
ing him aside into the garden, he mentioned hia intended 
expedition to Ireland, and requested his company with a 
view to the afbtis of Trinity College. Aiiter using entreaty, 
Cromwell bad to employ his authority ; and Owen returned, 
not to regret his compliance, but to urge it upon others to 
crow the Channel too. Arriving in July 1649, he toolt up 
his residence in Trinity College, and aflstwards in Dublin 
Caatte. Here, though not in his usual health, and bur- 
dened with manifold employraenls, he was at the same 
time engaged, he says, in " constant preaching to a niune- 
Tous multitude of as thirsting a people afier the Gospel as 
he had ever cooversed with."* Owen remained only about 
til months in Ireland, but he saw enoogh to a&eet his 
mind deeply, and on his return had resolved that others 
should, if possible, feel with him. Accordingly, on the 
28th of February 1050, a day of humiliation throughont the 
kingdom, having returned to London, and being called to 
preach in public befbre the Parliament, his heart was full of 
anxiety respecting Ireland. In the course of his sermon, 
tlierefore, he addressed Pailiament in the following terms ; — 
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" Ood bath been bilhiiil in doing great thing! fbr you, be 
faithlnl in this one, — do f oui ucinoat fai ihe pieschiag of 
the Gospel in Iidimd. Give me Uaye to ikdd it fev motives 
to thia duly. 1. They ■ant il. No want Uie theira who | 
want the Gospd. I would there were for the present one 
OtKipel preacher fnr every walled totvn in the English poi- 
■essiona in Ireland. The land moumtth, and the people 
perish tor want of knowledge } many run lo and fro, but it is 
upon other designs — knowledge )> not increased. 2. They 
are sensible of iheir wants, and cry out for supply. The 
tears and cries of the inhabitants of Dublin alter the mani- 
festatiouB of Christ are ever in my view. If they were in 
the dark, and loved to have ll so, it might somenbat dose a I 
door on the bowela of our compassion ; but ihey cry out irf 
their darkness, and are ready to follow every one, to have > 
candle. IF their being without the Gospel move not oof . 
Iiearta, it is hoped their importunate cries will disquiet oUI J 
Teat, and wrest help as a beggar doth an alms." Again ha 
says, " What (hen sliall we do 'f Tliis thing is often spoken 
of, seldom driven tu a dose I Firai, Pray the Lord of (ha 
harvest, that he would send out, Ihiil he teould Ihrtul forth 
labaureri into hii harvest. The labourers are ready to say, 
< There is ■ lion in Ihe way, and difficulties to be contended 
withaL' And U some men it is hard seeing a call of Ood 
through difficulties ; when, if it would but clothe itself with 
a few carnal adyuitagca. how apparent is it to (hem ', Be 
cBmcat than with (he Matter of these labourers, in whoi« 
hand Is their life and breath, and all (heir ways, that ba 
would powerfully eatntrain them to he milling to ertler into 
ihefieldi thai ttre ahile for Ihe hnrvtil. Xepottdly, Maka 
such provision, that (hose who will go may be fenced tnnn 
outward straitBand feon, so fkras the uncertainty of huniaa 
affairs in general, and the present tumultuating perturbs 
lions will admit. And let not (lils, I beseech you, be Aa 
buaineas of an mipurined order ; but, thirdly. Let some be 
■iqiohited (generals die and sink by themselves) to considw 
this thing, and to hear what sober proposal^ may be nuula 
by any whose hearts God shall stir up lo so good a work. 
TMii^ I n^i it., ti vailt vlwtiiio God eapectvth laiihfiilneaa 



UavevcT, by al] meuia possible in tUs business, 1 have 
Mrived to deliiet my own sool 1" 

This powerful sppeal was not in vain ; end the effects 
wUch followed it well deBerre to be recorded) thau);h I 
Bjn again under the iKcessily of refeiting to the seooiiil edi- 
tion of the " Historical Sketches" iui various additional 
particulars. 

It was Id Jutf 1649 that Owen went ID Ireland, where 
be remained till Januar; follawine. Uo the 3Qth Febru- 
arj he preached the sermon just quoted ( and one week after 
tliii, that is, on the Sth of March 1690, Parliament passed 
an ordinance for the encouragement of religion ^nd Ifaming 
In Ireland. By (his act, certain lands were ilevoted to the 
uipport of Trinit]' College and the endowment of its pro- 
feiaon ; for erecting another college in Dublin, and main, 
talning its teachers ; atid for the erectioD of a free school, as 
vtll u the support of the master and seholarB. Nor was 
this " the buiiness of an nnpursued order,'' as Owen had 
deprecated. Parliament immediately appointed fbur com. 
lOiisioncrs to proceed to Ireland ; and also requested Dr 
Samuel Winter of Queen's College, Cambridge, then at 
Cottingham, near Hull, to accompany them. Renouncing a 
living of L.400 per annum, and without stipulating what 
support be should receive for himself and his family, he 
consented and went. His appointment was first fixed at 
only L.lOO a-year; but, being possessed of some property, 
he resolved to lay himself out for the benefit of Ireland, 
Being appointed Provost of Trinity College, under his caie 
It revived and fioutished ; for so zealous waa he in pro- 
moting its interests, that, upon his leaving it before (he 
Beitoration, it wai indebted to him a cotnidersble sum, 
which he had diibuned for the public good out of his own 
property, 

Owen, however, in his discourse before Parliament, had 
■lia said, " How is it that Jesus Chriiii is in Ireland only 
BS ■ lion staining all his garments with the blood of his 
enemies, and none to hold liim tip as a Umb sprinkled with 
hi* own blood to bii MeniU i k it the uncbosu^ «d&.''«<- 
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torcsl of Engiiind that i» alone to be there transacted ? For 
my jiari, 1 see no farther into the mystery of these things, 
but that J could heartily lejoice that, umoceDt blood beinj; 
espistEd, the Irish miifht enjoy Irelsad so long as the moon 
endureih, bo that Jesus Christ might possess the Irish." 
Accordingly, four days more had only elapsed, when the 
Paihament also icsolved to send over six of the most emi- 
nent preitchers to Dublin ; but the number who vent to 
Ireland ultimately was far ftom being confined to six. Be- 
sides Dr Winter, the city enjoyed the lahoun of Mr Thomai 
Patient, Mr John Murcot, Mr Christopher Blackwood, Dr 
Thomas Harrison, Mr Chamock, Mr Samuel Mather, Mr 
Edward Veal, Dr Daniel Williams, Mr Nathaniel Mather, 
and othen ; not to mention those miniiten who either went 
St their own charge, or were sent and settled tor a season in 
Waterford and Clonmel, Cork and Kilkenny, Limerick and 
Galway, L.urgan and Carrickfergus. 

The condition of the Native Irish, for whose sake, chielly, 
these names are mentioned, was not overlooked. The iMm- 
misiioners and Dr Winter having landed in Ireland, within 
two years we find a valuable Irish caiechiim, with rules for 
reading the language, had been printed ; and with re|;aid 
to an Irish ministry, in the books of the Privy Council Ofiics 
ve Snd the following extract, dated from Dublin Castle, 
and subscribed by the four parliaoienlary commissioners i — 
" Upon reading the report of Dr Winter, Dr Harrison, Mr 
Wooten, and Mr Chambers, touching Mr James Carej, 
and of his fitness and abilityea to pteaeh the word, both in 
English and Irish, and upon consideration had thereof, and 
of the usefulnesB of gifts in order to the convenion of (hs 
poore ignorant native, it is thought htt and ordered, that 
(ho said 31r Carey doe preach to the Irish at Bride's parish 
once every Lord's day, and that fae doe twcasionally repair 
to Trim and Athye, to preach as aforesaid, and that for bia 
care and paines therein he be allowed the saUaiy of sixty 
pounds p. annum, to be paid quarterly, &c. Dated at 
Dublin Castle the 3d of March UB6. 

" B. P , M. C . R. fi , M. T ." 

Tbisatteaia^oaitL&'VO'ii of prcadung to the noUvcain 
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Irisli is the more to be regarded, as being un indeiienilenl 
testiniany, bome liy meu kho were calleii Id visil ihe caun- 
trf for B aeuDn, and impactially to obaerve and record its 
necESailiea ; and there can be no doubt that, bad they been 
pennitted (o remain in Ireland, the object would not only 
bavc been kept in view, but pursued. Before, bowevet, eien 
uuKher testimony can be found in favour of such a course, 
nunt of the existing generation must pa^is awsy, just as 
sthera had done before it. 

Bedell had now been dead many years, — hut the s»d 
sown, though long buried, il appears, could not die. Dr 
Thomas Price, a native of Wales, eduraled at Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, and subsequently a senior fellow, had been 
ardaiue.it by Uedell, and afterwards became Archdeacon of 
Kilmore. Whether, when Bishop nf Kildare, from 1660 lo 
1667, he had it in his power to follow out his principles, 
does not appear ; but having been appointed Archbishop of 
Caihel, and thuugh, at the period to whicli I allude, in the - 
■eventy-ninth year of his age, we Hnd that he had noC even 
tbei forgotten the Bolemn " ubteatalion" delivered to him in 
Kjlmore BO many years befbre. Price was bom in 169U : 
It was now l(i7S, when a copy of the Iriah Testament wa» 
not lo be leen '. but an Irish Prayer-Book and Psalms, in 
handsome folio, having been discovered by Dr Andrew Sail, 
and presented to Dr Price, he appointed them lo be read in 
his cathedral Before this period, however, having beenfbt 
ten yean resident at Coshel, he had paid special attentian 
to the Native Irish, and is said to have " maintained many 
Irish clergymen to preach to them in cheir country lan- 
guage."" Whether these Irish ministers were numerous, 
OS here slated, is, I think, doubiful ; but there con be no 
question aa to Dr Price's leal on liili subject. In the year 
Ifflli, in addressing (he Earl of Essex, then Lord Lieuten- 
ant, Dt Jones, Bishop of Mealh, urging (lie neeewity of 
attention to the Irish language, then adds, " I cannot but 
mention and recommend as a precedent to others, the leal of 
(be present Archbishop of Cashel, who has set himself on 

• -wa»^ mint\t, DuWb, i;w, «. lan. 
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that work induatiiously, by instiucting ihe Irish in their own 
language, and halh already gathered the romfortsblo fruits of 
his labour, — the number alea of sucb increasing." These 
measurei, it in true, met with no small opposition, wbile the 
Archbiahop ia represented as maintaining an uninterrupted 
alrug);le with every one □□ this subject, and continued & 
di^cided advocate ibi preaching in Irish to the day of his 
d^th, in Aagust 1684, at the advanced age of eighty-five.* 

Dr Sail, just noticed, was the author of the prefkce pre- 
fixed Cu the Irish New Testament ; and ■□ impressed was 
he, at the same time, with the necessity for an Irish minis- 
try, that he concluded that prefiice in thefalluwing terms i — 
" Finally, students in achoolB and univerxitieB, who design 
Id live by the cure of souls in Ireland, shall, upon a serious 
consideration, find it their precue duty to procure such 
knowledge in the language of the natives as may enable 
them to help and instruct the souls conunilted to theii j 
charge, and of which they are to give account to God ; ibr,, 
notwithstanding all ihe statutes and endEavouis used to 
bring this whole nation to a knowledge of the English 
tongue, experience shows it could not be elTccled ; and it It 
apparent, that iti Ireland there are many parishes, baronies, 
and whole counties, in which the far greater number of tha 
common people do understand no other language but tha 
Irish ! This being so, how can it be presumed of any godl^i 
pastor of souls in such places, that be teiU not procure th« 
spiritual welfare of those men by the sweat of whose brow* 
he hath his bread, enabling himself to preach, read to, <n 
converse with (hem in the language the; can understand ?^ 
that being the way to gain their good-will and thereby to 
win their souls to God : For very [rue and experienced ia 
that which Aristotle said, Piitrimai amicilio* taoilHtnilia 
sola diiiolml^ — [silence alone dissalves many friendships), 
— want of communication breeds want of love and union." 

DtJoaes, Bishop of Meath, already mentioned, was deeply, 
coneemed on the subject of Irish preadiing, and it required 
but little to kindle his leaL In early life he had besii DeMk 

,■ Bpyle's y/otlu, JdUd, toL L SWVli. 
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of EUmoie and Arilogti, and sfFords ulolhcc proof of ihe 
power of Bedell's example. No soonerwere inquiries made 
■fter Bedell's manuaciipt of the Old Testunent, than ihe 
tecolleclions of Ibmier days lelumed upon him. Imme- 
SiUely he opened a correspondence with the Hon. Rotiert 
BdjIe, and in his veiy Urat letter, dated 4th August tIJSO, 
he Trote as follows : — " I have dealt with our present Pro- 
vost of this College of Dublin (Dr Marsh), that he, accord- 
JDg to what nas some time practised b} Dr Bedell, his 
predecCBBOi, would encourage the reading of Irish, — and 
that Irish prayers, &e., as others, might be publicly used 
in the CollegB, for thereby fitting our labourers for the bar- 
vest of souls, which may, hy God's blessing such endea- 
vours, be hopefully expected." Nine months after this, on 
the 3d of May l<i8], he writes ftoni Dublin to Mr Bnyle, 
— " I shall shut this up with what I have in my last gitcn 
you joyfolly, and with what is since then, of the progress uf 
Irish preaching in this CaUege-chapel. The first SunUaj 
in each month is designed for that. The first, as you heard, 
was on Easter-day ; the next, which was that day month, 
was BO enlarged that the whole area of the chapel, with 
rooms adjoininif, above and below, was unusually thronged. 
Among these were Lord DiUon, and other eminent persons. 
The Lord Lieutenant intends to afford his piCGence for fiir- 
ther countenance and encouragement." This warm friend, 
Br Jones, died on the 5th of January 1682 ; but the above, 
like every other similar attempt, wiihered and died away 
under another blif;ht of mistaken political expediency. 

In point of time, the next feeble dfort in the way of ad. 
dressing the natives of Ireland is rendered interesting, from 
ill aflbrding the earliest modem proqf with which we are 
oequainted of the identity of the Gaelic and Irish lunguages. 
After tlie siege of Londonderry, 1688-9, many of the Na- 
tive Irish having left their habitations in the barony of In- 
nishowen, Donegal, and gone to the south with the army, 
several fiunilies from the Highlands of iscoUsnd came and 
settled there. Not ondcrstanding Enghsh, they petitioned 
Dr King, Bishop of Derry, for a minister who should be 
able U preach iu ihtsir own lati|[uagB. Two tuvK^un vcn 
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an Irish living, and ths 
:e frum the Biahop. The 
Eonsequence of wbich was, tbat noL only the Qiffhlanden 
but ihe Irish attended, to the number of fnur and attTBt- 
t[me» five hundred, none of whom could understand an Kng- 

Abuul the name period, many &tnilicB troiD the Wenlern 
Isles landed near (.larricktergus, and uctllBd in the northern 
parts nf the county of Aotrim. Ac Ural they went to church { 
but Dot undcrataQiling what was said, they gave it up, and, 
had QOlhing been done, the Eonsequencea nmat have been 
melancholy : but the efl^ts produced in Donegal were M | 
maolieal, that certain individuals petitioning the Biahop of , 
Down, a Mr Duncan M'Anhur waa sent to them, onwhow ' 
miniitry they attended with great satiafaciion. At hU i 
destli, a Mr Arcliibald M'CaUum succeeded, on whuae | 
miniatry the Irish aa well aa the Highlanders altended4 I 
He was rendered uaefnl to both parties; and, for ten Or ' 
fifteen yean, there were, besidEa Mr M'<.'alluni, three, if not 
four, preachers of a aiuiilar description, each of them hftvln([ 
considerable congregutioas. All such eliireta, however, wert 
soon diicouiaged 1 Uon many H ighiaaders emigrated I 
have Dot Ixcn able to ascertain, but tlieir descendants go'aig 
on to increase, are now mingled with Ihe Native Irish po- 
pulation ; yet is there, at the present moment, no such ptn 
son as a (laelic minietei in the north of Ireland, althou^i, 
in a teij abort period, if not al fiist, he would be ecguaSy 
intelligible even to (he Irish as if he had been bom in A« 
country. Surely every iicota Highlander will not read ihU 
in vain. 

In the year 1702, one interesting caie occurred of an Iriab 
clergyman being impressed with his obligations to attend W 
the natives, and commimicate with them through the ID^ 
dium of iheir vernacular tongue, — Mr Nicholas Brom, 
rector of the parishes of Donaghcaiey, Dromore, and Ro* . 
ion?, in the counlieB of Fetmanagh and Omagh. Ajiplyilf ' 
himself with industrious seal (o the interests of the natin 
around him, he became a pcrfeei Buinler of Ihe ianguaft. 
In the Sua iiuEaac^ he wade It liia buiincas to gai: 
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affecdone of the people by kind aail humane treatment, 
sad, abserving tbat they Here wondt^Ailly pleased witb 
haaring divine aorahip in their aam tongue, he took Eveiy 
oppoTlnnity of thua initructing them, — holding public meet' 
ings, and viaiting Ihem in their cottages. Me Brown, it 
will be obsetved^ had thiee livings, but hii preujiing in 
Irish vas not conflned to one. From 1702 to the end of 
I7O6 he labaured in the pniigh of Kosoiry, In which put 
of the town of Enniskillen ia situated. Then, remoring ta 
Dromore and Doangheavey, contlguoui livinga, in the count]' 
of Omagh, he continued the some course with more succtas, 
and it *aa while hcreemployed that a Mr Williani Orattao, 
of EnniikiUen, visited him on hia deathbed. After his 
iSecease, an atteitation to the value and importance of hii 
exertioos was aubacribed by the Provust of the town, Mr 
William Ball, and tifteen burgesKS 01 inhabitants, in which 
Ih^ lay, " To this day (2Sth January 1713), the memory 
of Hr Brown Is, upon that aeconnt, valuable among tbe na- 
tives of these pans, as in their common diacourac we have 
often heard them declare." 

About the time of bis death, but in a pan of the country 
lar distant from Mr Brown, anoihct solitary inatance occur- 
red of an Irish clergyman, who eneagei etrenuously on be- 
half of the beat iuterests of the naUves. The Rev. Waltn 
Atkins, treasurer of the cathedral church of Cloyne, being 
appointed Viear of MiddUton, half-way between Cork and 
Vaughal, reaalved to acquire a competent knowledge of die 
Inah language. The Earl of Inehiquin having fUmiBhed 
him with an Itiah Prayei-Book, which for a number of 
yean lie continued to use, the voices of the natives were 
heard in tbe Lord't Prayer, and the responses belbre it ; the 
attendance was good, and his labours most acceptable. Now 
here is a pariah, in which, at the distance of one hundred 
and twenty years, " the lower claisea commonly speak Irilb." 
This Is stated in a statistical account nf the pari^ published 
in 1819 ; and yet under the head entitled " 8u;;geatlons fi>r 
Improvement and Means (hr meliorating tlie Condillon of 
the People," nil Ilwil is printed ia the single inonosyllablf — 
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Besidea Mr Brown snil Mr AEhins, there were tever^ 
otbet ministers who tbllowed their example, and witli cor. 
reaponding auccnsa. Some of their hEflcan were not merely 
pleased but much affected when heBring the word of Ood { 
nod two men of thirty yests of a^e bought ptimera, and 
learned to ttad, that they might he able fbr themselvei to 
search the ScriplHres. 

In the month of June 1709, we find the Loner House 
of Convocation resolving, " that some fit persons be pro- 
vided and encouraged to preach, catechiie, and perform di. 
vine service in the Irish tongue, at such times and place* 
as the ordinary of each diocese, with the consent of the in- 
cumbent of the parish where such offices shall be perinrmed, 
■hall direct : That such clergymen of each diocese u are 
qualified by their sliill in the Irish language for this work, 
and are willing to undertake it, may have the preference, not 
only in their own parishes, but in any other part of Che diok J 
CESe." Again, in lyiO, as soon as the convocation had w. 
aembled, (he Lower House again toolc up the subject, and 
resolved — " It will be requisite that a competent number of 
ministers duly qualified to instruct the natives of this king- 
dom, and perform the offices of religion to them in Iheir otns 
language, be provided, and encouraged by a suitable maiiu 



some steps are about to be taken V But, no; each of chetn^ 
and in succession, he is (o regard as merely, in Owen's Un* 
guage, " the business of an tinpwaaed order." The lost of 
them was engrossed in the bill juat mentioned ; and the biB 
being prepand and paaatd, was sent up to the Lords, bill 
just as it was brought to ttie door of the ilouae, Parliament 
had adjourned I Too late to be passed into a law that aew 
sion, the subject woi n«»«r again revived from that dajf la 
IbU. This said resolntian was passed in I7IO, one hutw 
dred and twenty-five years ago, — three genetaliona hm 
since that time passed away, and the fourth, alteady far oa 
its way, must soon follow to the grave 1 

While such nxiluliDns were discuuing, and pi 



e of liis citify in a sub- 
scription for niainuining two ministeTS or miBsioniuies to 
pnach in Irish to tlie nativEii of Armagh ; and Dr HicbmsD, 
Bisbop of Deny, with his clergy, did tbe Bame tbr that dis- 
trict of country ; but they both died in the Bame moath of 
the flame year, November I713 — the latter in London, the 
fimner, aged 76, in Dublin ; and with them, and one oc two 
of their con temporaries, aeems to have expired all diapoaition 
OTdeiiretoobey theSBTioui'scommisBioniD the Irish tongue, 

I do not forget George Berkeley, the Bishop of Cloyne, 
ivha, in lT3fi, put many important qnestions to hia country- 
msD on both sides of the Channel, in his tract entitled 
"The QueriiL" He asks (No. 260) " Whether there be 
any ioalance of a people's being converted, in a Chrialian 
■enic, otherwiee than by preaching to them and instiucling 
them in tluir own tanguaye ¥' But to this, as well as 
nuDf other queries, no proper, no practical answer has been 
given to the present houTp On the contrary, one o£his Auc- 
cessois, who, fifty years later, wrote a tract on ihe state of 
the Irish church, which reached to the seventh edition, talks 
in it, wildly, of the Irish language, where it obtains, being an 
inturmounlabit obBtscle to any intercourse with the people 1 

Here, then, let the reader pause for a few moments, and 
look back, or look tbiwatd — ^fbr here, alas ', the meagre his- 
tory of preaching the everisating Gi>spel to the Native Irish 
in their vernacular tongue comes to an end, and that through- 
out the whole course of the eighteenth century ! To ihou- 
wndi in Britain this must appear altogether incredible j 
but of the last century aa well as olheia the retrospect ia ■ 
petiiliarly paintul one as it regards the immortal inteiesti of 
this ancient people. 

I have before me a small tract by the deceased Dr Coke, 
published in 1801 ; but mine is actually a tepiint at Phila- 
delphia, in Atnerica, dated in July of that year, which con- 
laliu the first intimation of any reviving interest on this 
Butgect.* By this il appears that two or three individuala, 

■ As k( to provoke tbe puiitlfl ul thii counliy Ui ^Qk^wwi,^bAXt:^\v^ 
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fat two jeaTB, liad been engaged in preaching to the people 
in thoii DVD language. And now, at the disunce of so 
many yeaa, after neaFly a century of aileuce, what wete the 
elTecIs ? Just such at might have been eipected, and such 
as had been always fullf realised in post genentiona. The 
uld men and women diew near and heaid with deep con* 
cem, " and when the; heard them speak in the (Irish) 
tongue, tbey kept the more silence." The Irish language 
seetned to poseess a charm in their ears, which even amaied 
tbe speaker, and old criticR in it, who came lo judge, went 
away, not unirequentlyj with the tear in ihair eye. In 1805, 
there is said to have been eiglit indiiiduals so qualified for 
addressing their countrymen : but at present I am nut awaie 
that there are more than a ftw, and comparatively very few 
icho are thus engaged, — and their effbrla all along, though 
of an essentially important character, have not been station- 
ary or permanent in any one place. 

Such, then, is the whole of the poor account of what hai 
been already done, and of the manner in which, for ages, the 
paramount duty of preaching the word of life to the Native 
Irish has been treated by the nation at large. Sir Henry 
Sidney, whom this people used to style "the good liord 
Deputie," waa the Srat to recommend this, after perambua 
lating the whole country, and the reader hu seen bow 
warmly he did so. Nearly tvm hundred ami airlg yean 
liave paased away, and see how we have trifled with the at^ 
thorily of Uim who is higher than the kings of the earth 1 

Without any regard to party, or party-names, or a party* 
purpose, 1 have gleaned every panicle of information vhick 
I could find, and I believe there never has been any aocount 
10 full and circumstantial laid before the public eye bctore ; 
and yet, alaa I this is all that can be collected or aoid on tlw 

vu aetually vllh the ilew Df rcccimnnidinii the luUect Id Itie Amah 
writer, tpciitLliig ot ui Irith mlniilfj, uyi, " II it my bunibl* Jih)^ 



OF THE PAST. 41 

subject. When one looks over it, wellmaj he ftel astonished 
knd inquire, But is it passible ? is any thing like this the 
actual condition of iTelHod? It cannot he. — On this Bide 
of the British Channel the light of that Sabbath never re- 
tnms, in wbich the glad news of salvation through a Sa- 
Tioor'B blood, are not proclsiniedj regularly, in /our distinct 
languages. It is not that there are two or three individuals 
wandering up and down through Woles, the Highlands, 
and the Isle of Man, preaching to any casual number nho 
mar choose to stop and heBr. No, there is the Oaetic and 
the Welsh minister, properly so called. Many imperfections 
Dimy exist in each of these districts in Britain ; but, on the 
other hand, in how many pleasing instances there is the ml- 
niitei well ijualitied, and hxcd to his past : He appears at 
the appointed hour, — the voice of praise and prayer is heard ; 
and whether it be in Knglisli or Gaelic, in Welsh itr Alanx, 
the people hear, in their own tongue, the wonderful works 
and ways of God. On the morning of the returning Sab- 
bath, many a Welshman, with the book of God in his poB- 
seesion, finds his way to the well-known spot, where he 
baa long regularly listeited to the man, who, ^^ command- 
ing away the hidden things of dishonesty, not walkiuR in craf- 
tineas, nor handling the word of God deceittully," has re- 
gularly, as the day returned, " by manifestation of the truth, 
cODunended himself to every one's conscience in the sight of 
Ood — warning every man, and leaching every man, in alt 
wisdom, that he might present every man perfect in Christ 

And surely, replies, it may he even my reader, you 
do not mean to insinuate that such things are not In be 
found among a similar population in Ireland, and a popular 
tion three timea the number of all the Highlanders, and 
Welsh, and Muuimen in Britun ? No, my reader, I do 
not mean to insinuate, but to assert it. Instances there are, 
in various quarters, in which, through the medium of their 
native language, the poor people are occasionally dissuaded 
or warned against the practice of vice; but with regard to 
the standing ordinance of preaching, the seripluial expoii. 

a of God'i moat holy wonl, c ' 



the high conimiaaioH o/owt Redeemer, now heaging over us 
in aU it! ocigiiiBl force and obligalioti, all ihis hsa jei to be 
known and felt among the Native Irinb I 

]□ reference to the country at large, I know of three or 
four mioiaters, stationary, who are able to preach in Irish, 
and who, eapDciallf of la.le, have felt the vast importance tit 
the subject.* Recently there may be, and 1 hope there are 
otheiBwho are acquiring, if they have not yet scquired the Ian. 
ipiage ; but what are ihcse to the field before us ? Yet, with 
the»e exceptions, did 1 know of any other itHtances in which 
the mimster cornea forward with regxilarily as the day re-> 
turns, having for hia grand object, in his own pulpit, t* 
preach to his own atated cangregation, the everlasting Gos- 
pel in the Irish language, I should delight to mctttlon 
them i but if such exist, I know it not. And as for even 
the large cities and towns in that fine country — what would 
be thought if I could say we have no auch thing as a Gaelic 
chapel, where the Gospel ia proclaimed, in Glasgow, Inver- 
ness, or Edinburgh — no such thing as a Welsh chapel, for 
a similar purpose, in Liverpool, Bristol, or London, and in 
some of which it may soon become, if it is not already, an 
imperative duty, to have an Iriih one ? Vet nothing of a 
similar kind yet exists either in Dublin or Cork, in Lime- 
rick or Galway, and many other parts, where the i^ firr it it 
&r louder Uian that which led to the existence of a Welsh 
or Gaelic ministry in the cities or towns of Britain I 

In few teorili, titete it at the preienl nmmenl, nol one 
atTigle building in all Ireland, eiprsaily dedicated to the in- 
finitelg-iBtportant purpose of prnelaniang the nettagt qf 
Mlvalion in the Iriih longite. Here is the fact on uAicik 
the pulilie eye shavid rest. Mare than three miUione ^f ift< 
lelligent and atxouHlable lieings, and these oar men ttmtt- 
lr)/i!Kn,dvelling in a land lehieh for a period exlendinp war 
luenlg generatitmt has been nomiBallj/ united It our own, 
have not one tingle building dedicated lo the purpose fi«W 
I Sinee tm have e^joged, to richly, the tnoa/uaUt 
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ienejil in our own tongue, and alt Iht alule hati been en. 
joying if, piore I/tan seven generatiom ((f thU inlerealing 
people have already paned aicay I And ihvuld we reektm 
from Ihal absurd and moil injarioiu act nf Henrff VIll. 
in 1537, 'As ienih generation it noa dailg polling avray 
htfore our eye I 

I very well know it will be laid here, — " But the Scrip- 
turea have been prinlcd in liiEh." Ves, in confbmiity vith 
the mumer in ohicb the language has always been read, it 
is at lost restored to its just claims upon uB, and the Irish 
Bible eomplete, in its own character, has at latl left the 
preii ! "And then tbere are Irieh schools." Yes, by the 
voluntary bounty and exertions of benevolent individuals, 
yet lar loo seanlily and loo coldly supported, a certain pro- 
portion of the people have gladly, and with great rapidity, 
afquiied the art of reading their native tongue. But then, 
above all, says another, there are the Scripture readers ?■ 
Yes, comparatively a lew men tire thus employed ; but what 
ia aU this to the subject before us 1 Ate all these, aniled, 
and though cairied to the ulmoil e-xlenl, considered to be > 
substitute ? Do Iheic relieve us from the oliligation to obey 
the eipreas authority of Iromanuel ? The simple, or rather 
the grand question is thia. Has lie repealed hii own con. 
miirion with leArencc to this people ; or have we found out 
a way, throu^ books, and education, and reading, though 
It be hifi own word, which supersedes the necessity for do- 
ing iiiDply mhsl has long been dune in every other part of 
OUT country ; yes, and what must be done in every other 
nation, if His kingdom is to prosper there ? 

Much have we heard, indeed, in modern times of the no. 
ble invention of printing, and much refpecting the power of 
cdueUion ; and I do not imagine that any candid mdet 
who hai proceeded thus far, can suppose that the wriKi it 
iudiipoMd to give to each its own appropriate place. At 



Ihe same lime, he eoDceivea that they may nut utily be per. 
verted, but prevented Irum doing that good which they 
otherwise might scconiptish. For sisDiple, if they be per> 
mitted to occupy that place in our esteem and expectation, 
which belongs \o a dHine and eooereign appointment^ then 
may they not only bECome aa chalFwheD compared to the 
wheat; but, awakening the jealouay of Him, who will not 
give his glory to tuiothcTi our employinent of education 
only, and with all the eneigy which the art of printing hai 
gJTen to it, may turn out to be nothing mare than giving 
activity to ths powers of the mind, without directing and 
caatralling their movements. Education will humaniie and 
Improve, in moat instances ; but to save ttom ultimate de. 
Btmclion, property speaking, never was within its province, 
and never will be. Yet since the time in which many 
have been roused to see its necessity, there has been k 
phraseology often used respecting it by no means wairant* 
able. Education, but above all, Scriptural education, wiU 
do much. There will always be an indescribable distance 
between a people su favoured and any other left without 
such means. But if we expect more ^m it than it has ever 
produced, and, above all, if we apply to it the language /ur- 
nislied to us in the Scripture, and which is there exolunceijf 
employed with reference to an institution ofGod's own aove. 
reign appointment, we may be left to witness the impotence 
of edutstion instead of its power. Hence we have read of 
thesystemof some one of these edueationat societies being so 
adapted for the regeneration of Ireland ; and the terms em. 
ployed in Scripiore to the labourers in the vineyard of God, 
have been unsparingly employed by religious people to the 
exertions of Schoolmasters, or those who superintend them. 
This is not merely incorrect, but it is unwise and unwar- 
nnuble. Every one knows, that, in all such cases of agen- 
cy, every thing depends upon the expectations and inten. 
tioDS of the agent ; but the language referred to is teaching 
us to expect fVom him, what in a thousand instances the 
agent neither intends nor expects himself^ The Schoolnutt- 
ter may have gone abroad, and, if a man of principle, will 
'iBgmtgood; bat to apply to him or his eSbtta the laoJ ■ 
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gauge of Sailed Writ, which legBTils anolhci otdei of mEn 
and another eiorcise, ia calculated to injure the woA of hit 
hands, as well ai blind our own minds with leapecl to an- 
other duly, — a iluly which, so tiir as the Native Iriah are 
concenied, is uC once not only incumbent, hut as yet unful- 
filled. 

Unquestionably the privileges of reading the Scnptorei, 
and being taught to cead them in our native language, aie 
of ineatimable value ; but were they even univeisslly en- 
Joyed, in no single instance ceuld they supenede the neceg- 
aily of hearing the word ; of hearing it enplained and ap- 
plied bf a Man who ie apt to teach, — by one who himself 
believes, and ihetefore speaks. Uow Ijequently did the 
great Founder of our faith himself en claim — " He that hath 
eaiB to heat, let him hear," that ia, let him listen ; and now, 
certainty, if the attention is to he awakened and fixed, if the 
general truths of revelation are to be applied to the con- 
■dencea of men, ot afWrwards to the varied experience of the 
Christian lite, the human voice can ndtbcr be dispensed 
with noi siipeiaeded. " When any important subject is 
presented to an audience," saya a living writer, "with an 
ample illustration of its several parts, its practical improve- 
ment enforced, and its relation to the conarietice and the 
heart inaieted upon with seriousncai, copiouanessv and fer- 
vour, it is adapted in the nature of things to produce a more 
deep and lasting impression than can usually be expected 
ftom reading. He who knows how forcible are righl leordi, 
and how apt man ia to be moved by man, has consulted the 
conatitutioo of out (iame, bf appointing an order of men, 
whose office it is to address theiifeUow-cieatures on their eter- 
nal concerns. Strong fteling is naturally conlagionai and 
if, as the wiae man observes, 'as iron sharpeneth iron, so 
doth the countenance of a man his friend,' the combined ef- 
ftcu of countenance, gesture, and voice, accompanying a 
powerful appeal to the understanding and the heart, on sob- 
jeoi of everlaatlDg moment, can scarcely tail of being great. 
But, independently of the natural tendency of the Christian 
ministry to convert the soul and promote spiritual improve- 
ment it derive! il« pcculiu efficacy fiom lis being a Divine 



luled means dF good ; and whatever Ood apjiuints by spei^ial 
auchDiiCj, lie gracioualf engages to bleas, proiided it be si. 
tended lo with right dispositions, and proceed froio right 
motives." 

Is it possible, then, in the natuieof things, that Ireland ii 
doomed to remain lon^r in this condition ? That the Na- 
tive Irish in particular are to continue &om Sabbath lo Sab- 
bath to spend that day as thtf bale done tbr ages > It 
cannot be. Shall men continre to leave (heir nalite shores, 
and go far hence to the heathen only ? Will the inhabiU 
anu of Ireland itself, and those of Britain, continue to en- 
courage and call forth such men tbr their work, and shall 
onr conntrjmen and ftllow-subjecrs be forgotten p Shall we 
enforce the necessity and unponance of acquiring the lan- 
guages of India, of China, and Japan, in order lo reach the 
heart through ihe ear ; and shall it seem a hard task to i 
quire the use of a tongue spoken by such a multitude in tha 
immediate vicinity of our own, nay, spoken by our fellov- 
subjects, intersecting a sister country in almost every direc- 
tion, and DOW dwelUng to such extent in every dty of lbs 
empire? 





PATH FOR THE FUTURE. 



In all thai I have ventured to publish lespeiMing this most 
iQlBTcating counlty, it may have been obbetved that I appeal 
&om no party as such, to no other i from no party on ihia 
aide of the Channel, to no party on that. No, I have felt 
nrninly for the aulhoriiy of Him who is higher than the 
highest ; before whom " the nations are as the drop of a 
bucket, and who laketh up the iilea aa a very little thing," — 
an Buthoiity too mucli, and in the pieaent instance too long 
neglected by us all, I am desirous of addressing myself, 
not so much to measures as 10 men, — to sueh oa are living 
with the Native Irish all around them, — to such, especially, 
as are already engaged in preaching the Divine Word ; and 
that, not with reference to what they can pive or bestow in 
such a cause, but what they might ihemselvea do with heart 
and tongue. 

A number of individuals there are, upon Irish ground. 
with whom the writer haa repeatedly much enjoyed the op- 
portunity of convening, and there must be many tnore, who, 
with a heartfelt inleieat in the tiutha contained in the Sacred 
Volume, are already furnished with all the advantages of a 
liberal education. Oh 1 would ihey but add pel Ibia above 
all, an ability to converse in the Irish language, it is impoa- 
lible to Bay what might be the ejitenl of their usefulness, — 
not in changing aome iaolateit opinions, for this is worth no 
man's pains, and fki below the ground on which the "legate 
of the skies" should stand, — but in spreading around them 
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the Baioui of life unlu life, and advnndng the kingdom of 
Bim who died fot u«, and rose u^n. 

For Btill, this ministry of the Divine Word, in a language 
underilood by the peopla, reLurns upon ns as the first and 
moBt important of all objects j because it ia a sovereign, it is 
B Divine appaiotment, under s comminsioa vhich none can 
revoke. If men below occasionally preea the other meaAures ^ 
on this subject, the Christian, and especially those who have 
taken It in cba^ to niinieter (he Divine Word, will hear 
the voice thai cometh out frQm the throne. The terms of 
that Commission we need not repeat, every wotd of which is 
so pregnant with meaning and duty lo an, so full of pity 
from above for man below. But every age presents some 
peculiar seductioD from the plainest path of duly, whether 
to Uott or man ; and at a aeaaoD when no day in allowed to 
pass without some eulogy on the power of the press, the i 
noble invention of printing, or the sovereign efficacy of edu- / 
cation, It is well to remember, (hat, however powerleia may 
be the preaching of the present day, it wat not so once, and 
ere long it will not lie so again. , 

Men, indeed, have in all ages, perhaps very naturally, | 
panted after the abridgment of labour. 'I'his is the age uf 
discovery and inveniiou. New and easy methods have been i 
discovered, and applied with great eSecl in a|(ricullure, me. I 
chanics, and education, yet certainly we need not expect that i 
Buy human ingenuity sbttl) ever invade this province of 1^ 
bour, or in any degree supersede its necessity. But, be. I 
aides, there is such a thing of a country having sunk inu 
auch a state as in certain points shall set at defiance all the 
wisdom of man, and bring (o nothing the understanding of 
the prudenL Whether such be the present condition of this 
most interesting pact of the eiupire, 1 leave to the reader*! 
own refiection; but though it were, to iheeye of an enlighu 
ened Ctuistian there is nothing in all this which seemi ap^ 
patling. M'hen (he harvest alands ready for the lickle of 
Divine (ruth, and is just about to he gathered by the arm of 
the labourer, it is happily nol auppoacd lo have passed uni' 
some pepnralory process of human device. A figure shai 
never be pushed lo at; extreme, and here it is (he Clirist 
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aiiniileT'i pririlegc Ihal the figure does not harmonise wiih 
lie natural world. " Say not ye there are yel four luunllis, 
and thm cometli hurest ? Behold, I say unto you. Lift 
up your eyes, and look on iha fields, for ihey are white »1- 
teady to hardest." At whatever time, therefore, we see a 
country sunk in darkness aod destitution, ahould there ocdy 
Bprin^ up in it a spirit of inquiry, then may we aay, that 
the Gelda are ready indeed for the moral husbandman. Now, 
whether other parts of the British dominions are aa destitute 
ai many districts In Ireland or not, yet where i» there to be 
found such a spirit of inquiry as exists in theae at pieeent ! 
What then remains for us, but to fall in with the simple de. 
rise of Infinite Wisdom, and remember that the brighter 
days for this fine interesting country are to be ushered in, 
" not by might, nor by power, bat by my Spirit, galth 
Jehovah," 

The VemactUar Tongue, or Keg to the HearL 

To die ministers of Christ already stationed in Ireland, 
one cannot help saying, that, however the eye of tense and 
human reaaon may turn towards Britain, the eye of faith 
looks over to you, and the very places where you dwell, 
Ynur every abode appears tu be a station marked out for pro- 
claiming the truth. With fields of usefulocss all around 
you, however unpromising to the eye of sense, yet to the eye 
of faiih already white, what though you bear a language 
daily that you understand not ? Methinks every word of it 
sounds tike a cry fin the one thing needful.* Nor is there 

whWi »B Qow pceu, bu been dsnl; felt. OnB otvoai own niumty, 

■ddmliii one iU]> the iludeDU in the CoAegeotpDrt-Wllliun, with re^ 
Annce M IndU.lnasidiBlnliteqwKh.uKilheMWDtili:— "iruHJeed 
we wlih ta knmi a milon, It li ptcnliulj dutiable to pow c u no Ind*- 
pcwlBdt iDd exttmlTe hmilVuitf wllh lu laitniage i and tbta muM be 

bOHHaorthatniitioniieiire -■■ ' -'"■ "■ •'-"- -' ■■■ ■ 
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any thing at all farmidablc in acquiring this language: quite 
the reverse. Men of weak and feeble patriotism have njag- 
nified this EeparaCing wall, as the ehildreo of Iitael did the 
walled towns of the Bona of Anak ; but all snch IsndeBinJgliC 
be aniwCTed by an English monoayllabU of only Ihrasletlenl 
— Tby. Believe not ihu the barrier la so very fbnnidable t 
even by a tittle aEsiduicy you may leap over it, and then a 
velcome indeed awaits ynu at every step, not only (ram tbii 
fliuclent paople, but In the language itself, — ^a parenl lain 
guage, which, on this account, it should be remembered, 
enjoys certain BdyantHKei, calculated at once to interest ihA 
mind, and urge the Mudent forward. I might reter for illua- 
tration Id that delightful feature in many of the words, which i 
may be styled, lelf.inlerprelatian, — a feature which has aU 
ready been beautifully illuntrated in several of the repltw 
given by Irish youths, when reflding the Scriptures in theii 
native tongue. A language containing all its roots in itsplf, J 
receiving Its modifications from within, and conveying ideac I 
therefore with point and precision, must needs be interesting F 
and valuable as a vehicle fbr intelligent and serious dis- |l, 
course; and thus it certainly presents one peculiar advantage I 
for proclaiming the truth, which may encourage you to com. 
mence learning to-morrow, if not to-day. I TCmembec well I 
receiving a letter trom a Highland minister some yean ago | 
which will explain this advantage " While the Oaelic," j 
said he, ■■ continues to be generaUy gpolien in the High. | 
lands, it must always be the language beat adapted for con- I 
Teying religious instruction to the people. In Lowland 
parishes, where EngHah alone is spoken and preached, it 
may be fiiirly presumed, that some of the auditors, though 
they speak no other tongue, do not understand the whole oC 
the language they bear delivered from the pulpit : but it i> 
one of ihepeculiaritieBDf theOaelic, Ihal the Uliteraie uptah 
U aith an much proprlely as those aho have reoeived thg 
adaanlase of education ; and that, in far ai regards foiia 
guage merels, the eomnum herd will tindersland the belt 
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Ihne mult be some of ita fcatans vhicb vill interest your 
owa mind. IHucfa of noedleBB ridicule has been cut upon 
Iijib anliquitiea, allhougli the tongue being confenedl; ui- 
cient, the people musC be bo uw ; but gtill there can be no- 
thing of impoBtuie in tbe language itself. De Rentd or 
Vallsnce; liDm abroad, or Hailidaj' and O'Reilly at home, 
but all grovn up to manhood before (hey knew a vord of it, 
could Dot become so entbuiiancically tbnd of the language 
for nothing, or by miatalie.' There roust therefbre be in it 
that which, independently of the duty impoEed, is intecesting to 
the itudent. But sllhough there were not, you have read 
the account of Braineid preaching to his Indians ; or if not, 
you have seen Bedell, in the siEtietb year of bis age, Hit 
down, two hundred yean ago, and acquire the Irish language, 
and yon have read that this " wai soon observed to be re- 
garded by the natives in the light of a great compliment." 
No, a kind compliment was not thrown away upon the Irish 
then; and though you Uve among the aevenih geaeratlon 
^ee he set this example, the Native Irish, especially as it 
TBgards the language, you will soon find to be of the same 
blood with the contemporaries of Bedell. For whether it be 
that kind compUmenti to (hem have been, like angel visita, 
few and far itetween, it is but aeldom that otie is thrown 

A tlaled inlcUigiile MinUlry. 

Waving, howevei, all minor considerationa, if you are 
ever (o be the blessed instrument of aaving many around 
you, it ii certain that, as to acquiring this language, " nb 
cesaity ia laid upon you.** To reach the heart through the 
ear by any other medium, is out of the question. Alan, it I 

ii true, has been described ai " a divider of the voice," or. 
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In other words, on uiterer of articulate lounda ; but in order 
to clear his way he muit acconiiuadate himielf to the arii- 
culate iounds which have preceded hia approach to aoy ffiven 
(pot. Let these aoiinds hale been what they ma;, bis own 
fbrm of communication will not suffice. Id every instance, 
spoken language takes precedence of all other iceiui*, and 
hence, in improving the condition of any class of men, we 
propose JItsi to talk with them, then tearh (hem. So it 
ought to bave been all along, and certainly at least two 
handred and fifty or three hundred years ago with the Na. 
tive Irish ; and whatever any may say to the contrary, to it 
must he now in the nineteenth century. 

But there ii here another consideration of no inferior kind. 
If spoken language is first in the order of time, it contiiMes 
to be tirsl in point of Importance. The noble invention of 
printing is powerless here, to move it from its ancient and 
unchanging pre-eminence. The power of [he preii, great 
aa it is, is here at least far below the power of the tangua i 
ibr, independently of the natural power of the living voin^ 
he who made " man's mouth" hatti so ordained it. The 
volume of revelation itself indeed has been printed, but what 
then ? After all, in every instance, he who regards it not M 
vocal, can never know its meaning — never feel its power. 
It began in audible sounds by the Creator himself to the 
parents of mankind — the rest he inspired, and holy meii of 
Qod spake as they were moved by the Holy Spiiit. The 
volume liath closed, and the original mode of communication 
hath ceaaed, all truth having been uttered which was need, 
fill for any age or people. But the communication itself 
lemuns, and revelslion still is literally and truly a voice — 
deal and expressive — it is the voice of Ood — 
Tliui i^nlpture. muofihliticale by man, 
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Inapirsd men ware but occasional teocliera, and there were 
long spaces wherein no prophcl sppearcil. N^y, even in 
the lime viien piaphec; Douriahed, the aunding niinialry 
were not propheM, uid wamoj see the very ptopheis aeai 
the people for itiBlruction to tile " Levile ond (he teaching 
priest," or reprove both for neslecL* 

So ilso, while Revelation waa in the courac of delivery, 
there might be, aad there were decays. *^ tor a long season 
Jarael bad been without the true (iod, and without a teach' 
inE priest, sad without the law," and thirty years more 
passed away before it was otherwise. But in the third year 
of Jchoahaphat "he sent to hia princes to teach In the 
citicK of Judeh," and with tliem he sent Levites and teach- 
ing priests, "and they had the book of the law of the IjOrd 
witb them, and they went about throughout all the cities 
of Judab and taught the people." The canaequence im. 
Biediatel}' recnrded ia atriting : " And the fear of the Lord 
was upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were round 
about Jodah, and they made no war aga.nst Jehoshapbat." 
Nay then the Philistines brought him presents of silver, 
■nd even Arabia brought of hei flocks to the amount of 
thousandi.t Such a course for a king may now seem lo be 
of small account J yet such was Jeboahaphat'a way of se- 
curing both the peace and the prosperity of his subjects. 

And if it were so in these early days, under the new 
covenant there was no change, even although the opposition 
to Chriatianity aa tpuJieit has always been by far the great, 
eat — a valuable tcatimony, by the way, to the power of 
language as an instrument of nserulness. 

The Founder of our faith suBered in conaequence of his 
words, and his good confession befure Pontius Pilate, yet 
did he not change hiH deteiminaliDn as lo this precise mode 
of advancing his cause. The confusion of tongues had 
diapersed mankind — the gift of tongues was inlended to 
gtiha into his aheepfold ; and his followers replied — " We 
cannot but (fieoA the things which we hare seen and heard," 
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_" Wdc is uQlo mc," said another, ■' if I preach nof (he 

Vet, gifled as these men confesscdlf were,irbBt wu their 
very highrat lum upon earth ? Intelligible discDuwe. No 
men were eier so impitwged with the importaace of inlelti- 
giblt preoehing. Undentiuiding well the true ground of 
action in religion — that the connected sense of Scripltue it 
ihe only true scnae, correct testimony [he only ground offeitfa, 
and fair srgunient (he only ground of upright action, preach- 
ing ttota theii moutha beoame " serious discourse indeed." 
Sound, mere sound, in their eslimatioQ, was nothing : in- 
(eUigibillty, wherever (hey weot, was their aim. Debtors to 
the Uieek and to the harharian, to the wise and the unwise, 
no sooner did they step across the boundary of any one 
tongue, than tliey took up the vernacular idiom of the spot 
on which ihey stood. They might indeed have to preadi 
in one language to-day, and in another to-morrow, and thit 
miracle fVom on high retnaini upon record, like a pointing 
finger to the path which jaeaven would approve, when man 
was to be left to pursue his course with (he graces that re. 
main— Futh, and Eope, and Charily. 

Nor was this all — even on the spot where these latn 
stood, intelligibility in that language was still (heir aim- 
Language, let it be which i( might, pleased them not, if it 
affected only the ear. If a man " uttered by the tongue 
words easy to be understood," he met their approbation; if 
he did not, tliey called it " speaking to the air." Uut old 
SeduliuB, the Irishman, they would have esteemed, when 
be said, perhaps above a thousand yean ago — "Be not 
children in understanding, hut ye ought to know u-htrefiyr* 
languages were given. Better to speak s few lucid word! 
in the right sense, than innumerable that are obscure and 

AHer all this, it was at once an amiable and important a 
well as an exemplary feature in tliese, the original preachen 
of Christianity, that they had frequently as much anxiety 
respecting the H-ame of iheir own spirits in preaching, a* 
ihey had respecting the hearts of their auditors in hearing. 
Their own temper ofniind they certainly tanked among Iha 



■DboTdinile snd ordBiaed lequiailcs of success. In [lie 
most painful and perilous circumstances, " approving ihem- 
■dvei u the ministera of God, in mucb patience, by puiC' 
neiE, by knowledge, by long-sofierinj;, by kiadneBa and 
love unfeigned." — "We also believe," said they, "and 
therefore speak." Eloquence, or even being "mighty in 
the Soiptuies," without love, weie in theit eu but a tink- 
ling Bound. Such wan at lessl their regard botb I 
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poailions In delivery. To some, their cKample may h 
too high for imitation, but it has been drawn out and left 
on record assuredly with this inUint i for while these are to 
be oui patterns and guides, tbey are the only human guides 
trbom it is safe in eueh a course to ibilov. 

Is it at all unwarrantable to regard the first propagators 
of Christianity ? Are their principles and procedure not to 
be fallowed ;> or is it forbidden to apply such examples to 
the present state of Ireland ? How then would these men 
have acted there ? Would Ihet/ have waited and seen the 
people die around them, without attempting to acquire their 
voDacular tongue ? Would Ihey have waited till it should 
be the unwise and vain policy of some human power to at- 
tempt bringing it into disuse F Would they not rather 
have styled every other language "barbarous," except the 
one spoken on the ipGt^' Would they not have seised 
upon this as the only adequate and speedy medium of 
reaching the mind ? as the only way of reaching the heart 
through the ear ? Certainly they would ; and any minister 
of the truth now in Ireland, who shall sit down in good 
earnest to acquire this lively and expressive medium of 
eommunicatiun, with a view to his proelainiing in it the 
message uf salvation, the unsearciiable riches of Christ, is 
following the example of those who, of all other men, most 
closely (bllowed their Lord, and best understood tlie terms 
of his commisaion. 
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Independentlf , hawcvci, of the force and pecuIiaF attrac- 
tion of such enamplea, which ve have mi doubt were in. 
tended, not onlj to be admired hut followedj the very frama 
and atmcture, ike forms of e.ipreaaiim and tha dUpoailion 
<tf the parts Iff Divine Revelalion, piDve that oral inslruc- 
lion vas iuUnded to accompany it. 

The Sacred Volume complote, in the Irish language and 
character, has left the pmi. It ia an era which may hcU 
be accompanied with thanksgiving to Ood, and 1 njoica 
the niore in tliat it hai been printed on Jrieb ground : but 
then this is at the same time an event which involyes other 
obhgationi, and seems (o call fbr reJ]ec[ion upon them. 

When the Mohammedan imposture arose, iheie was no 
success for the Koran till its author laid his sword across it, 
and proclaimed the prospect of aeasual blessednesa. He 
told his followers, that Ibe system lie came to settle mult 
be propagated by the sword, and not by the word, and that 
all who would not receite it most be estcrminated. The 
hope of plunder in this world, and a voluptuous paradite in 
the next, account for his success. M'hat a contrast to aQ 
this do the Sacred Writings, when considered simply as ■ 
voiutie, present ! — in which large portions stand out before 
us a* among (he cETecIs of faith, not the original catise of 
belief, either in the writer or in those to whom he addressed 
himself.' 

And now that all truth is spoken, and the volume fiziisheil, 
let UB observe its contents. The doctrines to be believed, 
and the mpematural truths to be itceived, are unfolded to 
tbo mind, not in regular aeries, not in what men call syste- 
matic order, not in any way analogous to arithmetical pro- 
greaiion. They arc not disposed into common-place, nor 
arranged at all in the manner which we usually styls 
methodical. And yet, taking the volmne as a whole, oa 
searching it, there is no disposition of language Co be found, 
making the most distant approach to method so exquisite, 
in which there is such cooslanl mutual respect of one part 
to •nother, and such vital dependence of one truth upon 
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all Ihe real. Prophecies and hlatorical writing, prayers, 
and Bonga, anj epistolary correspondence are intermingled ; 
yet In all this, and precisely as it stands, there is a designed 
and harmonious cannexion, and that sa perfect, that much 
of the oliscuritj of which suine complain must aiise either 
from ignorance of the trutliB ceftned to, or from hostility 
to them. So rery important is this peculiarity of the Scrip- 
tuns, that the best criterion of a good system ia simply its 
agreement with them. " That view of things, whether wo 
hare any of us fuUy attained it or not, which admits the 
most natural meaning to be put upon every part of God's 
word. Is the right system of religious truth. After this, to 
be without system is neatly the same thing as to be without 
principle. Whatever principles we may have, while they 
continue in this disorganlied state, they will answer but 
little purpose in the teligious lifb. Like a tumultuous 
assembly in the day of battle, they may exist, but It will 
bo without order, energy, or end."* 

Thus It appears that the disposition of the several parts, 
with the whole form of expression in Sacred Writ, is calcu- 
lated, and therelbre was Intended, not to make men expert 
in notions, or subtile In dispute, but wise unto salvation : 
and it ia also a Gne testimony to this form of Divine Reve- 
lation, coming to the church as its occasions required, and 
now as a whole laid before us, that no part of this book was 
ever wrested, save by the unleachable and the unstable ; 
and that its doctrines and precepts have never been rejected, 
eiccept by those who walked, and were deteimined to walk, 
after their own lusts. Even Lord Rochester, after a lift 
thus spent, must leave this testimony behind him. Laying 
his hand on the Bible, he would say, " There is true phi- 
losophy. This Is the wisdom that speaks to the heart. A 
bad life is the only grand objection to this book." 

Such being the methods of Him who is infinite in wis- 
dom — such the very structure of the volume wherein his 
voice is heard, the business of a public expositor is of course 
not to disturb, but to point out this harmony. One great 
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liie of Bodi an exposiloi is, thut ihc people Disylieu' b man 
vfao ii himBelf a believer, not only comparitiK spirilual 
things nitli Bpiiitaal, and rightly dividing tbe word of truth, 
but Bt other times espressinft hi« profound reverence fot 
tmlhs which bic loo miehly ftt his grasp — or see him fixed 
in admiration over the depths of sacred diecoveries. Hence 
it is. that more posilive good has accrued to men ttom 
pausing over the expreseiotis of such a man as PbuI, even 
when loet in wonder at the riches of Infinite Wiadotn, than 
&oin all the dngmatism in the world.* 

Yea, among all The other ends of InRnite Wisdom, to 
which this disposition of the various parts of Divine revela. 
tion is subservient, one of the most important is thsl of 
rendering usiifiil and neceisart/ the great ordinance of the 
ministry. "God hath not designed to instruct and sava 
his church by any one outward ordinance only. The ways 
and means of doing good unto us. so as that all msy issue 
in his own eternal glory, arc known only unto Infinite Wi>> 
dom. The institulinn of the whole series and complei of 
divine ordinances is no otherwise to be accounted for but by 
a regard and submission thereto. Who can deny that God 
might both have instructed, sanctified, and saved us, with- 
out the use of some or all of those institutions t« which he 
hath obliged us ? His intiniulj-wise will is the only rea. 
son of these things ; and he will have every one of bis ap. 
poiotments on which he hath put his name to be honoured 
— such is the ministry. A means this, which is not co- 
ordinate with the Scripture, but subservient to it t and the 
great end of it is, that those who arc called thereto, and are 
fucniihed with gifts for the discharge of it, might diligently 
search the Scriptures, and leach others the mind of Ood 
therein revealed. It was, I say. the will of God that the 
church should ordinarily be always under the conduct of 
such a ministry ; and his will it is, that those who are 
called thereto should be furnished with peculiar spiritual 
gifts, loT the tinding-out and dcdaratiDu of the truths that 
are trouured up in the Scripture, unto all the ends of Divin* 
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tevelation.* The ScriptutE, tliereftne, is luch s revelBllon 
aa dolh suppose and make aeceinary this ordinance of the 
miniilry, wherein and whereby God will be glorified | and 
[I were well if the natiue and dutlei of this office were better 
DDdErelood Ihan they aeem to be. God halh acnnnmDdBted 
the Teiekdon of himself in Ihe ficripluie wilb recpecl uata 
them; aai ihoie by whom the due diachaige of this office 
in deipised or neglected da sin greslly ogaiDBI the aulhoiily, 
and wisdom, and love of God ; and those do no leu by 
whom it is assumed, but not ligbtly understood, or not 
duly improved, "t 

Preaching from Place to Place. 

Stationary inslructioti, f^nerally delivered in a well- 
knDvn, and on this account an endeared spot, is not the 
only mode held out to us in Scripture. Granting to it all 
Ihe power of which it is susceptible, still there are .certain 
disliictB in Ireland to which this can never reach. Look 
at these dlslitnt hills— these Irish mountains— these nume- 
rous islands — ^tnourning hi moral destitution, I need not 
Bay from Sabbath to Sabbath, but from age to age — &om 
father to son. IF every one of them might adopt the words 
of the man of 3Iacedonia, Come over and help vt, will no 
ear vibrate to the lint monosyllable of the commission of 
Jesus ?— Co. 

And Is there no precedent to encourage hope in such a 
case as (bU ? In Ihe eye of primitive Christianity the un- 
lettered population, however distant or difficult of access, 
seemed even as a part of the land of promise. The mere 
professor may sit still and talk only like the teu spies — the 
Christian will res(!mble Caleb and Joshua, and also ponder 
over the original triumph of Christianity. " This," he will 
say, " has been recorded fiir our learning." It formed in. 
deed a striking contrast, in Tariuus respects, to the genius of 
the former dispensation. The Jewish economy was merci- 
flUIj intended, it should seem, for the piewrvation of light, 



• Sec Ephei. ii. ll-IB, iTira. iU. M-17, 
t Owen'i Woilu, vol. UL p. m. 



60 THE PATH FOR 

or to prevent its entire exlinction in our world — the Mes^i 
aiah has it in view to banish darknea* tiom the earth bj the 
brightness of his coming. Many b man might indoed knock 
at the daOT of Judaism — be admitted, and, standing within 
the walla of Jerusalem, take the cup of ulvatioa, and call 
upon the name of Jehovah ; under the presBnt dispensatioa 
this cupia to be " handed round" among all nadona. " Thoo 
hast scattered ua among the heathen," was the complunt of 
old, and for the time being it was the death-blow la the aAt 
ministration of Judaism ; but that which was the death of 
the farmer will prove the life of the present dispensation ; so 
much so, that even the present scattering of this ancient 
people shall turn to Christianity for a teaeimony, " And 
tbe remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many peopl^ 
as a dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the graaiy 
which mnieth not for man, not waitelh for the sons of 

It is, however, not a little citraocdinary, that an idea should 
have previuled, and have even been acted on in this coun. 
try, that men of very i«/erior qualifications are good enough 
fur employment in such unlettered districts. The ancient 
method and order have been rtverisd, which supposed that 
the commeacement, in such cues, demanded some one oi 
two of strongest faith and largest grace. Were Israel to ba 
led into Canaan ? Caleb and Joshua shall do (his. Wat 
the temple to be restored ? Were the walls to be rebuilt ? 
an eye ia fixed on Ezra, and Zemhbabel, and Nehemiah. 
When tlie land uf Judea was visited by the Sun of Right- 
eousness, white it was traversed in every direction, Galilea 
was the chosen spot : and the people who sat in darkness saw 
that great light — upon the men sitting in the region of tha 
shadow of death that light arose. The word which we 
preach, "Jtril began lo be spoken by the Lord." WTien 
even the twelve were addressed by their I^rd, he said, 
" Other men have laboured, and ye are entered into their 1^ 
botLTs." The twelve preceded the seventy, and both thei^ I 
the evangelists, and so all this ended in sUUionuy s 

Besiilei', when contemplating districts like these in Inwl 
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land, wherever they me id be fbund, It should seem but the 
dictate of wiadam, that the people lowest sunk or longest 
neglected, impentiTel; demand the men of largest grace and 
ridiest talmt, the men of greatest leal and wisest addTCss. 
To miniBter to such, I am awaie, has xeemed, in the eye of 
the wotld, to be a mean employment — but mean is the man 
who thinks it roe»n. So thought not that "Minister for 
the truth of Ood," who from his (hione in the skies de. 
BCended "to confirm the promises made unto the ikthers, 
and that the Gentiles might gloriiy God for his mercy." No 
class indeed did he overlook or disdain ; to every one there 

him one of the peculiar glories of his rising kingdom, that 
to the poor the Gospel vas preached. Constituting, as they 
evCT have done, the great mass, among them he spent his 
strength — among them he (bund out his twelve apostles, and 
richer faith on the seacoast and borders than ever he met 
with in the capital of the country. So then. He went aluml 
doing ^>od, nor could any consideration turn him from his 
course. It is true, (hat " the people sought him — and came 
to him — and stayed hiui, that he should not depart from 
them, — but he said to them, ' I must preach the kingdom 
of God 10 other cities also, for therefore am I sent.' And 
he went about all Galilee, and his lame went throughout all 
Syria." 

Too and Tieo. 

One peculiar feature of this ambolatory mode of instruc- 
tion seems to have been in a great degree overlooked in our 
day. The fishermen of Galilee were not sent out in twelve 
dilftrenl directions, nor the seventy in seventy others; they 
went in pairs, two and two, and the deeds of the disciples 
afterwardii prove thai they did not regard this as a mere cir- 
cumstance. Hence Peter and John act jointly together 
among the Jews, and when going to the Samaritans they do 
the same. And as for the aenliles — " Separate me Barna- 
bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them," 
jaid the Holy Spirit. So alio we tead,cios. tniv^ cS"?»i* 
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and BBrnabca, bill Paal and SUna — BBcnabas and Mark-* 
P«ul and Timothy — Paul and Titua. " Whether any dd 
inquire of Tims, he i> my partner and fiUar-helper con^ 
ceining you ; oi our brethren be inquired of, they are tha 
measengers of the churches, «nd ihe glory of Ciuisl." 

Engaging though they did in thia cause with their whoM 
itml, even an apostle, when leil alone, could not hear up 
oecaaionally in the absence of bin companion. " When I 
came to Troaa to preach Chiisi'a Ooapcl, and a door WM 
opened unto me of the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, befi 
cause I found not Titus my brother : but, taking my leare 
of them, 1 went from thence into Macedonia." I am await 
that the distress of Paul at this time arose firom peculiar cli- 
cumstancei; but the moral efFect of tva such men, so at* 
tached to each other, traveliing together, could not but bB 
great, while it furnished themselves with nome peculiar ocoi- 
aions for celebrating tho condesceneion and the love of Goda 
*' 1 am filled with comfort, I am exceedinj; juyh! in all out 
tribulation ; for wlien we were come into Macedonia (still) 
our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; 
without were fightings, witiiin were fears. NevertheleM 
Ood, that eomfbrtedi those that are cost down, comiiirtej 
us — by the coming of Titus." 

The mntnal support and encouragement thns mcrdfliQ^ | 
necuicd by such an arrangement, was not its only advantigt i 
or end. II is not difficult here to perceive the wisdom rf' 
the Divine eye fixed on the advancement and triumph of fab ; 
cause among men. A solitary Christian minister going ou^.^ 
however emioeDt, can but eneraplify one view of Christiani. r 
ty, while its social character is not within thecompasi ofUk'^ 
power. But the kingdom of the Slestiah among men It k' 
■ystem of tocial love, and peace, and joy ; and two ma% 
whose souls an knit together lilt* David and Jonathan, w 
Peter and John, or Paul and Titus, alTord every where *, 
perpetutJ commentary on this kingdom. Thdr very behM: 
viour to each other Is remarked and remembered. Thdl^ 
mutual love, grounded on mutual esteem, — their ChristiM| ; 
ronrtesy, — their mutual hope, and their happiness in oift'l 
ilyect, ux svtB to win regard, — (bcii unity in 
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tiiae, like diain-sliot, is sine la have greater eOect; and, 
before bidding ndieu to any epot, — " As (iod is true," mnv 
tbej say, " our prEochinj; tovard jouwes nut yea and nay." 
— " For the Son of God," said Paul, " Jtsua Chrisl, who 
was prescbed among you by H«, eran by m« and Silvanus 
and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, hut in bim van yes." 
In this cause especially, it should seem that " two are 
better than one, because they have a good reward for their 
labaui." Who can take it apon liini to say bow much of 
success may be suspended upon attention to this simple cii^ 
cumstonce in the mode of procedure P Ood our iiavioui is 
the blessed and the only Potentate over his own Itingdom ; 
and in his way and manner of promoting hii own glory 
upon earth, He must be permitted to reign, unquestioned 
and alotie. But never is he more condt!Scending1y gracious 
than when we meet him in bis own ways. I leave the reader 
to judge, whether, when he rode Ibrth triumphantly, cim- 
quering and to conquer, he did not sanction this tnade. 
Whether he did not begin it himself in the days of his 
flesh, and pursue it, by his Spirit, after that he ceased to be 

Indeed, I am not aware of any inipnrlont objection that 
hsi ever been started to sucli a course. True, we have heard 
■omethitig to this eflect : — " Be assured, that only one we 
should be luvppy to find, and endowed with the quaMca. 
(ions which seem to be essentially requisite : even this is dif- 
ficult ; but where are lucb numbcrB to be found as sending 
two at once implies?" To this I ananH, — Numben are 
not essentisl, — numbers may spoil all : two at any time will 
suffice, " But then it ii <ucA two." Ah I now you have 
struck the mark. Ves, and wnong ten that might offer, it 
is very possible that a pair is not to be found. It is not 
two individiuds who are able to talk, or even to teach 
only 1 it is love and Christian fiiendship which ate wanted. 
He, with whom remains nil hope of ultimate success, is not 
seeking for numbers only. It is two brethren, whose voices 
■hall symphoniie, because their hearts are one. Two, towham 
lie hoi said, — " If two of you shall agree* upon earth, as 



Of dIHbceiAiii 



touching sttf Ihing ihaC Ihey shsll ask, it shall be done for 
Ihdn by my Father, which in in htaien." TwOj lo whom 
he may pay, on ROing out, — " The harvest ia great, but the 
labourerB are lev ; pray ye the Loid of the haircM to mid 
forth labourers into hia hatrest." 

Or the Individual Minialer aj ChrUU 

Solely no conaideratc reader viU ever auppoae that there 
is one vord said here which ahould fbr a moinCTiC disc^mrsge 
any one aervant of God, much less prevent him from going 
out by himself; nor con there be in an idea, which aeems, 
without violence, to be deducible from many parts of the Di- 
vine word, a aiogle consideration which ahould depresa him, 
when going out alone. In an age wherein the secrek of pri. 
mitJve auDcess seems to be lost, is it strange that we should 
leacch about in all directions till we And it ? And could wa 
find it, we should then perhaps aee that both methodi being 
employed, the other, of course, never followed, save when 
thia fine harmony of spirit, — thia sweet interweaviiig of in. 
teieBls, — thia abnegation of self, wsa both Iblt and teat. 
Among a set of men, who. as indwidwiU, had so devoted 
themselves, — so yielded themselves unto Ood, and theii 
meniberB as inBtrumeots of righteousness unto him, nothing 
waa more natural than that peculiar iriendships should be 
formed, and that a number of individuals should as it wera 
jHiir olf. At the same time, (he unintentional — the almott 
imperceptible occasion which gave rise tn it would often 
afterwards eicite both wonder and gratitude in theii owa 
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Mucb lot of plruing exiiwlatiDii. 
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Bfteipwa while the Id™ thna Ibnnnv om dof in 1 
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ito nSfectvhttevei militBte against manf anather Sivinc as- 
lunncs, " He that goetb fonh and weepeth, beaitug pre- 
cious Hfld, ihall doublleit come again with lejoldng, biing. 
ing hi« ihesTEB with him." The hisUaj of the lint Church 
that was gathered after tbe Sariour'a MKeosion, ma; at once 
instruct and encourage us here. Why should a Church w> 
liarmonious and so distinguiahed as an exhibition of the Sa. 
vioui's design, be at aU disturbed ? Why ? Had He 
qualified men far the minislTj meielf to congregate ixL one 
place ? Certainly not. And yet were they going to ait 
down, tboDgh in perfect barmoay, and forget bis last conw 
mand ? So i( should seem. Hitherto, as the mountains oie 
laund about Jeruialeni, so the Lord had been round about 
tbem; but pnnidence and grace must now unite to teach 
them the meaning of his high commisiion. The Apostles 
excepted, theielure, for a season, all tbe preachers were then 
iiteniU J scattered abroad. Here was prouKtenc^ Jiat the hand 
of the Lord was with thera, and as diey every where preached 
the WDid, *^a great number believed and turned unto the 
Lord." 60 liece was grace 1 and never let it be forgotten 
that it was this very tcalliring, which gave rise to that 
^' worthy name" by which millions have since been called. 
For the disciples were called Chritliant first at Anlioch. In 
short, the pcomise of the Saviour is to hi> servants indivi. 
dually, ^^ Lo, X am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world." And surely this ii alUsufficieal encouragement. 
The Head of the Churdi goes with the humblest mesaengei I 
Catllc Miniilers. 
In addition to those mioisten of Christ resident in Ire- 
land, and dai]y surrounded by tbe Irish tongue, there is an- 
other class of OUT countrymen on this side of the Channel, 
end to certain gifted individuals of this class, one should 
suppose that the eiialing state of the Nativo Irish must be- 
came a subject of iboughtiul consideration. I leftr W those 
who speak Caelia. The reader has seen that at one period 
there were several Qaelic congregations in Ireland, and that, 
summoned sa by the sound of an Irish harp, the Irish 
aiteuded. The busines* between the Ilohridc* mA^V****- 
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wa; coait has been tntniacted fat years ibrough ihis me- 
dium, eommoD lo both pstlies. The espenment of s Ui^h. 
land minisCa being imcUigible has been tiled again and 
again with suceesB. One of these, when on a visit in 1827, 
had, 1 helieve, as many as two tlioueand heareia at one 

These descendants af the Native Inah are, in a pecuUu 
Bense, your brethren ; and if tbe soul is lo be considered u 
the standard of the man, ;du may well be pleased with thii 
alliance. Vou will suppoie that I am in lome degree aware 
of the connexion existing between Ireland and the (jael at 
Scotland, — that it was once rather a delicate subject of refer. 
ence with Bome, and the matter of needlesB controveniy with 
others. But the days of petty jealousy may well pass away, 
for there is nothing left now which need create dissension. 
Already the writer has had some opportunities of evincing 
his inlereal in our Highlands and Islands, and in all such 
cases as the present, when the Gael of Ireland and IScoU 
land are brought into contact, it has leemed to him 
to be dme, and more than time, for us to remember tha 
words of good Archbishop Uiaber, — " It ia known to tha 
learned that the name ofScoii in those elder times was com. 
man lo the iahabitanlj of the greater and the lesser Scot- 
land ; I will DOC fallow the enample of those 
boured to niake dissension between the mother and daugh- 
ter, but account them both ai qf the same people." 

Individuals, therefbre, to whom the Gaelic language li 
fiuniliar, who are qualilieil in oilier respects, and in whou 
heana it is to do somewhat for the advancement of the Di- 
vtoe glory upon earth, would seem to be here specially ad- 
drefsed. After all that you have read, surely, you requitt 
no Native IHsliman lo appear in Tision, and cry, " Th^ 
Aiaria gu Ennn, affiu ctadich Mnne." May you not a» 
luredly gather that there ia a call here lo go and presch Iba 
Gospel P Were be to say — " Tarr go Erinn, agvi labhuir 
cabhuir dJiuinng," — could you not understand him ? Vti, 
In one short month, or pethipsless, you would besuffidentlr 
Intelligible in many dialricts. Vour biethicn, loo, the d*> 
aceadaali of the Albanian Gaels, are there. You may hava 
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oburved the period when s number of your countrymen left 
the Hebridn and Highlands for Ireland. How meny I 
cuuiot Bscertun, but they must be their grandehildien anil 
great grandchildren who now live in Ireland. Is there to 
be DO such thing then ai kindly going to see how they do — 
on the mountains of Douegal or the seacoast of Antrim ? 
As an encouragement to proceed ferther, it you will, one of 
your own minislera wa» intelligible even &t down in the 
south. You are aware who ic is that hath laid, " Ai ■ shep- 
herd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among hi< 
■beep [hitt are scattered; no will I seek out my sheep, and 
win deliver them out of all places where they have been 
icattered in the cloudy and dark day." How wortby of the 
beat and most powerful talents, and the warmesc heart, would 
be such an employment I His special presence and aid would 
not be denied, who haih said so much. In such tender tcrml, 
■bout seaiching for souls nhea they are scattered abroad ] 
and who, in his word, lamentt so deeply when no shepherd 
can be found, conscientiously, and carefuDy, and wisely to do 

To the taste of aome this mode of procedure may seem 
dlicouisging, and the whole manner of the thing may not 
please. Il is now forty years since Melvil) Uome put the 
foUawlng words into the mouth of an objector, in the shape 
of aa apostrophe to Ihe Lord of the harvest himself : — " If 
llMa will force us to cultivate this unpromising field, do itot 
think of sending out immediately, but let lay (cAoo/miuieri 
go to receive the first tire, and teach the little children read- 
ing and writing; and then will we go and enter into thetr 
labODM : for the eiperience of ages has (aught us, that where 
preaching of (he Gospel makes one Christian, education 
makes ten. Hence, instead of preachingfirsttotheparcnu, 
and llien ealsblishing schools for the education of the chil- 
iben, as the apostles did (who knew that the sword of the 
Spirit was of heavenly temper, — an instrument into which 
the God of glory had wrought sU his attributes, we, having 
lost the art of using it, and that arm which gives it the de. 
■nonslratlon of the spirit and of power), we go to work an- 
other way, by educating childten first ; and n\uii an. >!<■ '"j^- 
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nion, tjigt the best waj of enlightening ii by putting (hi 
momi in the Bun's sphere, and having children to instruct 
their patenta, rather than parents to teach their children !" 

Others there may be vho seem moil warmly to ajiprave 
for a season, anil yet fail nf success. They are to go to 
work in good earnest, bnl the number refen^d to, ercn to 
begin with, is as nothing to them. They in truth look to 
quantity in moat ihinga, not quahty — to numben more than 
qualilicatiDns. At all events, every thing must be under- 
taken upon That they are pleased to call a grand scale, or no 
good, say they, can come out of it ; and it is not worthy of 
their pains even to commence in any other manner. But still 
" God's ways ore not oar ways, neither are his thou){hti obi 
thoughts," — though never is there such a conttast to bnth> 
as when some men set about what they conceivemuat be done 
before success can follow, or be even expected. Noise, 
bustle, publicity, as it were the blowing of a trumpet, must 
be heard, and all before any thing be dotie, or perhaps ba 
attempted ; but the kingdom of God never did, and will not 
□ow, NU come. ThoughtfulncM and retirement, — a heart 
deeply impressed, and secret supplication to Him who is even 
now crowned with glory and honour, although wa see not 
yet nil things put under him, are sui table preparations. Con. 

oeBB of weskDCSS when once engaged, — these, these are di>- 
positions which were nevir ftlt in vain — and never yet ended 
in Dothing being accomplished. 

In Caking leave of this important subject, and looking ova ' 
Ireland as now described, it is unquestionahly a most mo- 
mentous consideration that the commission of God our S»- 
viour has been bo long and awfully disregarded ; and, to 
speak calnity, this certainly ought to become the subject of 
national feeling on the part of Chriatiaas throughout tbi 



OOR COUNTRYMEN AND FELLOW-SUBJECTS, 
THE NATIVE IRISH. 



While it is desirable ihat youi feUow-eubjects sliDuld bc- 
fiiend ;ou, and certaiiily incumbent od them ao to do, I 
cannot conclude wiihout reluming to you yourselves, with a 
view (a whose beneltl: every line has been written. 1 have 
not disguised, or rather have been incapable of disguising, 
that I feel a peculiar inleresl in every thing relating to your 
preient circunistiinceB, and have only to lament ica not hav- 
ing been in my power to discover it in scoue more Bubstan- 
tisl ionn ; while at the same time I can never forget tbe 
warm and grateful language which has been bo repeatedly 
conveyed to me, in reference to a alight Memorial on jour 
behalf, published about twenty yeaiB ago. 

And since the disclosure of your past hiatoxy and present 
State in the Uislorical iiketches, how many have felt for you 
and longed for a brighter day, 1 cannot tell. With that 
volume I believe not a tew among you are quite familiar, 
but it must be gratifying for you to know, that in conaequenea 
ofltjoneandanotherbave actually acquired the Irish language, 
in order, if possible, to be of some aervice to the people, — an 
example which will, I crust, be followed by not a few. Deep 
interest baa been felt by others, and expreased both by voice 
and by letters. Were you to ask for a specimen, I might 
give the fhllowing, in wliich you will Hud sympathy for the 
present, followed by hope for the future ; — 
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Harp of swHt InnlE'dll I mute are thy chordi, 
SUenc thy dap-auwini; dumlKn, 



Again Bholt thou eparklc in rKdUnce dl?]]w. 
The land with thy btnuty adoniing : 

Harp af iv«ct [nniinul 1 thou ihsll amke 
By theddepfiUfe-^vIng IhunDln: 

Again bball Lby rich peal of melody break 
To glAddQD each valley and meunt^n. 



Glory of rnnliftll! Spirit of Hong ! 

To lh*p Hull the triumph be idten, 
TnnUthe full (ones of thy harplngt along. 

And swell the deTotioni of Heivco !• 



Aif short, the intereat which is ftlt in yoii, will, I bellev^ , 

''ifiW never die away, as it hat, alaa ! loo oflen dotie iKfote, 
Butstillit is to jrouraelvcs that I cannot help loolcing. Yes, 
fbr from among youTselvn I entertiun no doubt, tliat won 
than one man will jct arise, who in hia own eiptessive Irish, 
with great ability, both spiritual and natural, will «xtol the 
stem of Jesse's rod — will teittfy repentance towards Gotl 
and faith towards our Lord Jeaus Christ — will hold foitli 
the wonders of the cross — the Rlocy of Ood in the face <f 
his beloved Son, the onlj Mediator — the all-suflicleney of 
his atoning death — the power and prevalence of his unceaa^ 
ing intercession. 

Yes, (he days are at lost come, I trust, when you wIH 
Snd many a kind and intellij^nt friend cordially willing to \ 
help you on your way, whether it regards the possession of 
r resdbig the Hlilnclcal eiielr.ti« of 
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hoolis, or the bcneHta of education. But Kliether this be 
tbe cnee ot not, ibeK ate but aiiiilrliary things ; and la 
fourselvci si men 1 now rather turn, — and to yourielTca, 
nJlimately at leail, I look for a faeiier day. 

In most parOi uf thin kingdom we have, and have long- 
enjoyed, benefits such u tbeae. Booke and echooli ve have 
in abundance; but it by no means foUowj as a necessuiy 
consEquence in these parts, though Christianity be professed, 
ihat the people are in possession of her purifying fkith, her 
animating prospeeti, or that love which is the halm of the 
■aul, and the last end of Ood in all that he bestovs. No ) 
in many a district you might see, that, without the living 
voice— nilhout the language of the heart addressed to the 
conscience — all around is cold, and withEring into the grave. 
And why is this ? Simply because there is One above who 
halh not revoked his own commission — " Oo into all the 
vforid aad preocJi the Gotpfi to ev&ry creature*' — ** Go, 
teach all nations." Without obedience to these words, no 
country can enjoy substantial gladness, nor any land yield 
that return of gratitude and praise for which he created it ; 
and so il iDust he with the country in which you dwell : but 
this commission once obeyed, the solitary place itself will 
be glad, the moral desert will rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

With mart of the discoutagemcnts which you might im- 
mediately bring forward the writer is not unacquainted 1 
but then it is not wise to look upon a country, and think 
only of what it ought to be, or might have been, by this 
time. No ; it Is tlie part of wisdom to lake it up juat M 
it is ( and, upon calm rellectioD, discouraging in many re- 
spects though the prospect be, there is no condition into 
which a people can be plunged, in which there may not be 
descried some circumstances favourable to tlie desi^ of en- 
lightening the mind and saving it &om ultimate ruin ; and 
who can lell but thai in your present situation tliere may be 
found amne things biourable, and which almost seem to 
say, thai the Mcsoiah himself is on his way to bless jou ? 
Al oil events, let us tatiier search for encounigemems, how- 
ever small, or of whatever kind. 

After «U ibM out be aoiil ot the wont part* of Ireland, 
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we amnot aay that they aie ovemiii with pemiduus uil 
debasing publicatioTiB in the Irhh language, u some other 
parts of the kingdom have been with such things in Eng. 
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regard to poverty, let u9 look into this, since 
it cancgt be removed but by degrees, Nay^ let as look 
inta it before it be lemored, and see whether in the mean 
while any good can be done to the people. In bis ovn 

many instances the deslnictioD of the poor is ibcir poverty, 
Thuii, many who are poor seem to imagine that iheii mere 
poTfTiy excuses (hem trom almoit all obligation. But if 
riches profit not in tbe day of wrath, neiiber nill poverty \ 
yet even in the state of poverty, as such, there may be some 
enconiagements for ui to hope for a better day. From tbe 
rest of the community^ it is true, the people seem abnost ai 
if they bad been cut ofi^; and so the stale has been describ- 
ed by tbe French word — degage, disengaged. But though 
poverty in many respects may deUch that part of a commu- 
nity from the rest, still when religious inilh is considered, 
thus disengaged they are oflen nearest of all others to tree 
inquiry. The senses of seeing and hearing are the sam« 
with those of their superiors, and their tacullies of observing 
and reflecting often less sophisticated. 

Some men, and benevolent died too, talk as if all tha 
evils that atflict a commuiuty were Eummed up in one ward— • 
ignoraiuie, and they see no ground on which to fix tha j 
anchor of their hope, save an increase of knoieledge ; ho* i 
this is, at the best, but a very supetfidal view of humM I 
nature at large, or of any one community upon earth. Tha 
cause of confusion or discord, misery and distress, bu iU 
root in the dispoiilioni of the heart ,- and although know- 
ledge unquestionably produces both peace and power, do 
radical cure can be effected till the dispositions an changed. 
For example, " What is the source of contentions in 
mon life p Observe the discords in neighbourhoods and 
ramilies, which, notwithstanding all the resltaints of telfti J 
a'/mship, ioltreu, honour, law, and reason, are a fin 



led by the laws tlian independent mttinna are by each othei, 
voiUd, in thouundn of instances, break forth into HsiassiDa. 
lions and ntucden. From whence spHng these wan ? Are 
thay the result of igaoroTiee 9 If so, they would chiefly be 
confined to the rude or UDinfbnned part of the ctnnmnnity. 
But is it ID ? There msy, it is true, be more pretEooes to 
peace and good.will, and ftwer butau of open resentment 
in ihe higher than the lower orders of people, but their dls- 
posittona are much the same. The laws of politeness can 
only polish the aurfaee, and there ate Bome parts of (be 
human chsjaeler which still appear very rough. Even po- 
liteness has its regulations for strife snd murder, and esta- 
blishes iniquity by a lav. The evil diapoaitian is a kind of 
Bubtemmeous fire, and in some form it will have Tent." 

But make the case, if youwiU, more deplorable, and even 
to poverty add affliction, in any or in all of its fonna, ia 
[here ooc a remedy which may be conveyed and applied as 
eSectuaily to the poor aa to the rich, — to those who have 
been long neglected as to thoae who have been long Sup- 
plied? "Whether Christianity," says tfae aalhor just 
quoted, " whether Christianity or the want of it be beat 
adapted to relieve the heart under its various pressurefl, let 
those testify who have been in the habit of visiting the 
afilicted poor. In this situation, characters of eery oppo- 
site descriptions arc found. Some are aeiious snd sincere 
Christiana ; others, even among thoae who have attended 
the preachinfc of tlie Gospel, appear neither to understand 
nor feel it. The tale of wo is told, perhaps, by both ; but 
the one is unaccompanied with that discontent, that wretch, 
edness of mind, and that inclination to despair, which is 
manifest in the other. Often have I seen the cheeifid smile 
of contentment under ciicimn stances the moat abject and 
afflictive. Amidst tears of sorrow, which a fiill heart has 
rendered it impossible to suppress, a mixture of hope and 
joy has glistened. 'The cup (hat my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink It ?' Such have been their feelings, 
and such tlieir expresslonB ; and where this has been the 
case, death has gcncioUy been embraced as the inctwnqp 
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nf peace. 'Here,' I have said, pactidjuting ia their sea- 
sationi, ' Is the patience end the Isith of the saince. Here 
are tiiey that keep the fommiiiidnienli of Gad, and the faith 
of Jesui. This ia the victory that aiercumeth the world, 
even our ^th. Who is be that avercameth the vroild, but 
he that believelh that Jeaui is the San of Oad ?' "• 

Nat altogether aalisfied, perhaps you sllll reply, — " Bat 
our people. In many diitricts, are sunk and destitute to a 
degree of which thousanda in Britain can form scarcely any 
etmc^tion." AU this the writer knons. He has seen tliii 
■gain and again, and in places more numerous Ilian even 
thousands »ho live in Ireland itself have ever seen : and 
often since has the heart bled over it ; — nay, he may truljr 
add. It does so now. But still, to his mind, all this would 
rather incite to such eiertions. Kindness and liberality, 
attention to the poor, and employment of those who ate abla 
to WDrk, are moral and Christiaa duties, incumbent on everf 
one to the extent of his means ; yet, after all tliia is don^ 
nay, before it he, there a» blessinKs whicli llie heart and 
tongue of man are able to convey to the heart and home of 
others, however sunk, nhidi money is too poor to purdiase, 
and which its most ample supply cannot procure. Hearing 
the glad tidings of salvation from his iips, and receiving 
the Book of Life irom bis hands, the poorest of the pooc 
have felt that they were exalted, and even in the depth of 
affliction have been heard to say — " 1 will aing of judgment 
and of mercy, unto thee O Lord will I sing." Do [ 
know that one of your own Countrymen, himself, 1 b«liev^ 
in humble circumatantxa, has taken up this theme ? and ftn 
these twenty years oflen have I admired hia lines. Takt 
them, and sing them if you will, to the ancient Irish muaie 
of " Savonineen Dhelish." 

Tha" the morning of life itieuld be gloomy and doudal, 
Tbe Dson-tjde in itomu and tenpeiiti ihoulil lavE. 

Tlie ei'ning in daikneu, thick dirtneu, be ibrauded, 

Yet the felthftil undaunted, with hopE strong and chMiing. 
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le depth of afflkdon should 



Wbich eulb and her prioces could never bctlow. 

Yea, there is One who knows more of the state of any 
land, uid seta tar iDOie deeply into its TaiseclEB, than aajr who 
leside in it and look upon It daily ; the stability and Klory 
of whose govetnment consists in tht teaderest regard to the 
poor and deatitwte. When he vai upon eaith, it seemed 
to Himself a feature of his own life and times worthy of 
speciHl notice, that to the poor Che GoBpel was preached, 
and He is still the same. " He shall judge the poor of the 
people, he shall save the children of the needy," And 
more than this, they are not ihe last in any nation upon 
whom he casts the eye of his benignity, — far from it. At 
what time " all kitigs shall fall down before him, all nationa 
shall serve him," one moving cause is immedialcljr assign- 
ed, which applies to the point in hand; — '''/or he shall 
deliver the needy when he crieth ; the poor also, and him 
that hath no helper. He shall spue the poor and needy, 
and save the souls of the needy. He shall redeem their 
soul l^m deceit and violence, and precious shall their blood 
be in his sight." Just as if to Him alone were left those 
parts of an empire which had gone fia beyond llie feeble 
humanity of man, or had long baffled all the eupcdients of 
ihe political economist. Now, these are the assertions of 
Infinite Wisdom; and all this is said without one word 
about silver or gold. As the effect of such a glorious 
change, indeed, whether on a great scale or a small, whaU 
ever money b needed will not be withheld. "And he shall 
live," it is immediately added, " and to him shall be given 
of the gold of Sheba : prayer, also, shall be made for him 
continually, and daily shall he be praised," 

No I you may have heard much said in Ireland about 
collecting money for various purposes, and you might hear 
"n Britain, and much said about U vihsti «i\iss.«A -, 
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but all till* need nol leaii 7011 to imagine foe one mommt 
that pecuoiarf means can evei hold anjr phu» in proDiiniiig 
this cause, except it be the laat and the lowest. Never 
fuiget 10 think of Him, who, while he provided eveo a nest 
for the bird, " bad not where to lay his head ;" nor of the 
men he tiaioed, who could say iodiTidoally, " Silver and 
gold have I none," — yet who ever did so much lasting good 
in the world as these men P 

Now, there are those among you who fear God, — who 
love tlie Bedeetnei, — who enjoy the hope of life everlasting 
through his vicarious aufierings, — his atoning death and 
glorious resurrection. But does not the possession and en. 
joyment of ihEse infinite blessings mark you out aa debtor* 
to your councrymen ? " Thou sbalt love thy neighbour ai 
thyself." Andaaknot, "Who is my neighbour?" Ask 
not, "Am 1 my brother's keeper?" Rather go read the 
parable of the good Ijamarilan, and on this subject obsen* 
the great sorrow and continual heaviness of Paul, respect* 
ing hU countrymen, or kinsmen, as he calls them, accord- 
ing to the flesh. 

liet me then entreat, that you sit down and study th» 
Sacred Record for yourself. Read, mark, and inwardly 
digest it. The advantages of deep reilecliun here aie Incal- 
culable. Compare spiritual things with spidtoaL Penfc 
Halt Into (he grand scheme of redemption through the oni 
utterable sorrows of a Redeemer, who, though enihioned i« 
glory, looks down upon you, observing how his commission 
is regarded by all who have received Uim as their Lord 
and Master, 

Every Christian man is cirtunly bound to cammonicatk 
what he knows of Divine things, and he is expected to colk- 
tribule in his measure to the light of the world ; but tUift: 
nut that I Imagine thai every such man is called to beconM 
a preacher, — far from it. This you cannot suppose, afM 
what yon have read. 1/ all were teachers where were tilt; 
taught ? Even in the days of our Saviour there were pra«^ 
fessed teachers many, and this there will always be, w' 
ever eninlument or honour from men is affiled to the z 
litk: fiiil ihe laboiirera were /nc. Numbers he aska 
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and eapeciaUy at first ; this nevet bus been liia inanaer j 
but qualificatigna are indupenaable, and they ate liLeroUy 
ALL in ALL. From above these qualiflcittions must de> 
snnd, since the lUeisiah wu exalted im high to benlov 
them. The tbundation of the miniitry is in the gin of 
Christ, the ground of all qualifications, that be hath be- 
stowed them, and the employnient of eveiy talent, absolutely 
hinges upon the fan, thai it has been received.* 

This ii a subject which it hracea and encourages the 
mind to itudy, and which it is most animating so Ikr to 
coniptehend. The man himself, however richly endowed, 
or rather, I would say, the more he is so, dirella upon hla 
own insignificance uid his own insufiicieniiy as poailive 
tniths ; and, discharged irom the weariness and vanity of 
i;oing forth in his own strength, he the belter underatutds 
■bat the sword of the Spirit, when wielded by the arm of 
conscious weakness, is irresistible. 

When such a man turns aside to contemplate any of thME 
great recorded changes which have been or are to be effected 
oiJy by Almighly Power, he discovers, about (he period of 
ibeir commencement especially, somelhing which is at the 




ng H ab«1utd]r In Cbii place an 

CbrlAt'a ddcendiug iato the tower pirli of the Mrtb, at tbouBh he hud 
B^d, Ihereli that tobefound wUdi wUlat ooceaqccniDt for chU ireat 
tfUt oT Cbfl Vis^Arj, and contribute towardi it in all Hifrfnlln g gsnen- 

Tlic burial of Chclit wu t)ie evident IdUmonT of hli ictuiil dcalb. 
and the MlnlMTf grew nut a( tliii gnU event, tidthina has iHcn more 
uiAed with, it it trvc. nothlOK inme abuuil, than the Miiilitrir, nor any 
emplcrmeDl mnrB luhtlr eatevmed ; but there 1l ai It la now revemledp 

Medlatot%l Klngdnn, ^ he m. and m llmi and llfm. bliWd be hla 
naae I rac^wd olfu ibr men. ;«■ Ebr tlic rcbelliDiu alfo. that tlie Lord 
God ml^t (bui aweU amiHiB them. "Thui it behcved Chrut to auHbr 

ggalLmi 
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BDgementi nc tbrmiddile 
the eye of imse has often 
■eemed Inadequate if not weak, or vain if not liwlish ; but 
(hi* to him is no gtuund either of sur|>riM: or despair. " The 
esceDencj at the power," be says, " will thus appear to be 
of Ood/* Nor is it merelj to the rise and progress of any 
little comer, to wbich ho applies this " excelleuce in work- 
ing" on the pan of God, but to the whole Geld of operation, 
and to changes of the greatest magnilucie. Such passages 
as the following big at once encouraging and femiliar to hit 
thoughts I "I will take you one of a city and lieo of a 
tribe, and I will bring j'ou to Zion," — after doing thia, it 
follows, " And I wiU give you pastors according to mine 
heart, which ahoJl feed you wi(h knowledge and understand- 
ing," — and so "At that time thoy shall call Jerusalem tba 
throne of Jehovah ; and all the nations shall be gathered 
unto it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalenoi neither ahall 
they walk any mcFre after the imagination of their ovil heart." 
Again, " Ye shall be gathered oiie by oik, O ye children of 
Israeli" then after this it followa, " And it shall come to 
pesi in that day that the great trumpet ahall be blown, and 
they ahall come which were ready to perish in the land of 
Aiayria and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall 
worship Jehovah in the holy motint at Jerusalem." — " For 
the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom t 
but we preach Christ cruciiied, unto the Jews a stombling- 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness ; i 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the ponerof 
Qod, and the wisdom of Ood, — for ye «« your calling, brs* 
thren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
mighty, not many noble call you. — but God hath c 
tlie weak things of (he world to confound the things which | 
ant mighty, that no flesh should glory in his presence. 
Prophets, and Apostles, and Evangelists, are gone to 
reward, it is true, and have left the earth, — but Chriatiaoitf^ 



a match for sin, though it should have 



counging view of Uivine truth, as ipoken in Siilii by h man 
wbo lorea God, >nd llieretbre the souls of men. There Is b 
bleailng promised, — there is a power which will accompsnj 
soch a voice, the effects of whieh it is not possible to rsl- 
culate : &lling as it will do, at times, like the smsll lain 
upon the tender grass, and in other cases ploughing up the 
ground of that beajt which baa lain long fallow. Or, in 
other words, Sndinf^ ita way into the mind of the unbeliever, 
and showing the man to himself, it is only with the view of 
intiodudng to Him who halh said, " 1 am the hght of the 
world : he that fblloweth me, shall not walk in daiknesi, bnl 
have the light of life." 

At all events, wlioever shall engage in auch employment 
■s this, whether they be men to whom (he Irish language is 
vemacotai, or those who shall acquire il, both, we presume, 
will agree in saying, " The harvest is great, but the labourers 
are few ;" and if so, perhapi we should do wrong to con- 
clude, wilhonC expressing our admiration of the spirit which 
breathes through the words that immediately tblkiw : — 
" Fray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would 
send forth labourers into his harvest." 

Before thus going out, the tiaviout would not only enlarge 
their mind with respect to the greatness of the work betbre 
them, but guard tliem against the mean and selfish disposi- 
tion of moDopoliiing the employment to themselves. Fray 
1/e, that he would send forth more. Among diS^rent bodies 
of men, it has been observed, that there is a sad propensity 
lo an ungenerous, if not a mspicious estimate of each other's 
eiertiana, while some will insidiously endeavour lo divide 
those who are already nniled in a common cause. Joshua 
of old, generous and open as his natural disposition scema 
10 have been, uid lo Mosea, when retening lo Eldad and 
Medad, " Mf Lord, Moses, forbid them." But Moses in- 
stantly replied, " Enviest thou for my sake ? Would Qod 
that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that he would 
put his spirit upon Ihem." Some of the followura of the 
harbinger of Christ would seem to have indulged the same 
spirit, and thought lo sow jealousy in his mind. " Rabbi," 
uid Ibcy, "be that woa with ituu: beyond JokIsih^'*^'™^ 
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thou besKBt witness, belioM the same baplizelh, and all 
nien came to bini." Bui: did Joliii encoiusife lliem in thii 
mainuBtion ? Far from it. " If it be bo," as though he 
hud tajd, " this is perfect joy to nie." — " He that haih the 
bride a the hridegroom ; but the iiiend of the bridegroom 
which BtBndeth and heareth bim, rejoiceth greaU; becauie 
of the bridegroom's voice : this my joy therefore is fiiHilled. 
He must iocieas*, but I decrease." Nay, even among the 
Apostles themBelves, a spirit was displayed too much alia 
(0 that which the Saviour would banish for ever froDi our 
minds. " Master," said John, the mild and beloved John, 
" we saw one casting out devils in thy name^ and he foC 
loweth not us r and we forbade bim, because he followelh 
not with us," But Jesns answered, " Forbid him not : for 
there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that 
can lightly speai evil of me. For he that ia not against ue, 
is on our part. And whosocTer shall oSend uue of thcM 
little ones that believe on me, it is better for him that amill. ' 
ntone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the 

The Redeemer, therefore, in thus addressing bis servonu , 
betbre going out to labour for him, would prevent the indul- 
gence of this unlovely and injurious disposition of mind. 
" Oo," as though be bad said, " the time of ingathering 
has come : property of all others the most valuable is about 
to be recovered to its lawful owner ; but the harvest ia 
great, and you have not the exclusive privilege of preaching 
my GospeL Nay, to you yourselves I look for intreaae, 
both as it regards the harvest itself and hands to reap it. 
Fray ge, therefore, the Lord of the harvesi, that he would 
send fbrib labourers into his harvest. To see the general 
produce of a country run to waste would be afiecting, and 
the more so fVom the labour previously bestowed, htt 
not souls be Ihui lost, and more especially since I send joa 
forth to all the joys of ingathering, and upon my occounb 
But the harvest is great, and my purpose ii to emplo* 
others, who with you will enter into the joy of labouit 
Btheis to whom the employment of boily as well as mind wil! 
' a tleligbt i — but these are not to be nbtitiQed on iny pad^, 
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without ptHjer on youri." Whal a leaponsibilily ! The 
Saviour once suepended the saving of a child Irooi disease, 
on the fetth of his parent, which made the man to cty out 
with tears ot' entreaty ; but here the harvest itself — the aal- 
VRlion of the multitude — is in view, yet the UhoiiTerB are not 
to be sent fbnh on his piut without prayer on iheiis.* 

In such a case as this of the Native Triah, lome men 
would talk only of " looking about" for snitsble instru- 
ments ( but the province of oral instruction is ■ sacred enclo- 
sure, where every movement essentially depends upon God, 
■nd this will not do. Look upwards we must, and if we 



regarded at an eMentbl out of the tabourer't employ, HAj at evtay 
Oirlitlan. Epattbrsc uf ColaHe well undetetood ttua. — CuloBi- Iv. 13, 
Her« too the mind bun ground to reM upon of a peculiar nature: ns 
if the couD>e^ of 6ad ste hie bJgbest sllUrs, and bii owu piopoKi ue 

-•— "--■'n, let it be temembcred. that not one 
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. le Bie iBBfaln between the " Spirit et Fropbec)'" un< 

nmmsjtaAta "B|ririt at OamBatioB" wider the present ; C 
id Hb alone, iadbtlnctlytbeaiovloacviae or the laitiu much u 
'tbeflnt- DeflireCbe"coni!iiaofttHTLord" there waialt>iig on 




lantftfce Dirlne procedurq- There L,— - -= — r --- 

--.- — the wajfl of men— perbap* the htHhert In eiditence, \s exertion 
wftbout oimvi pn^eT' it tbcn, the tpmt of tuppUcaUon in us comei 
iiMttA *jItito «inl ofbiravtaect in btnocr aoci, for iibriatiaoi pray acucpt- 
-I.I 1- u — r.j. u,; inaweilbig power and —" '"■■■ "-'-'■-i-' 



plaulB 1 




ablT only throush Ebe lnawcUbic power 
mlmflatOiHaBttU. Ifeej nwd not it 



do, it would be impious to imagiDe Ihat we ahall look in 
VBin. Men of its sending nra coaential, and in such citium. 
stances, we liave no Tcason to pusume upon them, but in the 
way preaerilied. Many who may Derer be able to acquire 
the Irish language could, hy their BupplicadoDs. assist here. 
This harvest is not put — it is not oiec and gone. In In. 
land some may aay it is yet (o be gathered ; there, too, the 
harvest is great, and there, ss it regards the Irish tongne, 
the labourers are emphatically tew. 

The path, however, is plain. To be admitted, or rather 
to be invited into the presence of the Lord, is at all season* 
an honour — to be permitted to address him conceniing hia 
own cause is greater still. Oh ! were the Mthful in thii 
kingdom but alive to the importance, and the TiecEsiifji, and 
(he glorious consequences of earnest supplication here, what 
seasons ot prosperity might we not witness F Such inter, 
cessors, indeed, have been laughed to scorn, and may be 
now; yet amidst all (hose happy days which have passed 
over other parts of this favoured country, who can tell how 
much may have been owing to individual, genuine, unos- 
tentatious Christians improving their personal interest at the 
foot of (he throne, on behalf of the general good ? — Psalm 
sliv. 4, 

It^ then, in conclusion, all that has been proposed thiougl 
out these pages might lie effected through the medium i 
the colloquial dialect, the Irish language, why should it ni 
be employed for such invaluable purposes, and employed 
without any delay F The commiusiun of (he Mediati 
which has been sounding in our ear so long in vain, may 
now well be heard ; for neglect of duty must be attended 
with consequences altogether as dreadful as any which a 
result from active miabehaviour. To omil, said Johnson 
about seventy yesrs ago, '' ~ 
the ™osl ffficacioiia method of advancing Christianity, in 
compliance with any purposes that terminate on this side of 
the grave, is a crime of which I know not that (he world 
has yet had an example, except in the practice of the plant- 
ers in America, — a raceof inortuls whom, I suppose, IM 
n wishes to resemble," 
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But I add nothing more : peiliBpa the act time is already 
come when this long-neglected tonjfue will be emplojed, not 
merely as a medium of inteicoume between man and man 
ropecting the trifles of b day, but far oU tbose inTalualile 
ends 10 which, in common with every other form of human 
speech, it has been all along dcEtiaed by the great Author of 
Nature, — and the time also when theac ends will be gained, 
not merely in a distant or obscure comer, here and Iherei 
but in some degree cnuimenaumte with the neceasiliei of the 
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